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WOW! Here’s your latest issue of PENNY-WISE, and it's another BIG 
one! ! ! We're starting off the brand new year with a bang, and we think 
you're going to like what you are about to read. 

You'll be amazed at how many pages are developed to half cents and to 
large cents, and the number of ads in Swaps and Sales is unbelievable. 
Surely, this issue offers something ( and everything ) for everyone! Look 
through the T able of Contents and see what goodies are in store for you. 

But, don't forget that we have another issue in March, and we'll be 
needing material from you to help make that issue even greater than this one. 

So, don't let us down we're counting on you to keep up the tradition 

of improving P-W with each successive issue. The deadline for the March 
issue is February 28 — so send in your articles, your comments, your 
stories, your bitches and gripes. We want to hear from you sometime during 
1985, and the sooner the better. And I just love to get mail, so please keep 
my postal carrier busy! 

Thanks to all of you for the lovely greeting cards received during the past 
season. I appreciate your sentiments and thoughts and it was thoughtful of 
you to remember me. I'd love to swap cards with all those who sent one to 
me; but if I did, I'd never have time to put this issue of P-W together. A s it 
was, I was kept mighty busy besides attending holiday festivities, wrapping 
presents, watching Bowl games, etc. Luckily, I finally got the issue ready 
for the printer and for Mama Mimeo. 


We hope that you have had a joyous holiday season and that you're now 
ready to come down to earth and start collecting again. 

So, read on and enjoy! Happy New Year to each and every one of you 
Our best to you all! 


Warren A. Lapp 
Editor and Publisher 
and 

The Staff of PENNY-WISE 


- 1 - 


EAC DIRECTORY 


1 . An articles, material. Swaps 
& Sales, and advertisements 
for P-W . Deadline: end of 
month preceding next issue 

2. Information on EAC membership 

Current dues $15. 3rd class mail 
$23. 1st class mail 
Name or address changes, submit 
at least 1 mo prior to date 
of next P-W issue 
Lost or incomplete issues of P-W 


3. All materials from ,non-EA3 
sources relating to EAC or any 
of its members for preservation 
in EAC archives. 

4. Questions of numismatic nature 
Questions for "Ask John" column 
Information re: advertising rates 

5. EAC Library - donation of 
material, borrowing, etc. 

6. All EAC matters not covered 
above - gripes, complaints, 
By-Laws, suggestions, comments, 
general matters, etc. 


Editor 


Warren A. Lapp, M.D. 
6505 Newmarket Way 
Raleigh, NC 27609 


Vice 

President 

and 

Membership 

Chairman 


Rod Burress 
9743 Leacrest 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 
(513) 771-0696 
or 

EAC 

P . O. Box 1 5782 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

Peter C . Smith 

Historian 2424 - 4th St., NE, #12 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55418 


John D. Wright 

Treasurer 1 468 T imberlane Drive 

St. Joseph, MI 49085 

Mabel Ann Wright 

Librarian 1468 Timbertane Drive 

St. Joseph, MI 49085 

Jeff Ol iphant 

President 9454Wilshire Blvd. 

Suite 800 

Beverly Hills, CA 90212 


7. For all matters pertaining to 
coin sale at annual convention, 
including cataloguing 


Bill Noyes 
Box 428 

Monument Beach, Mass. 02553 
Phone only if absolutely 
necessary and then only 
between noon and 10 P.M. 

(61 7) 759-4492 
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THE LAST EARLY CENT REVISION - Part 3 
Denis W. Loring 


Several years ago, I spent two full eye-blurring days at ANS, grading all of 
their early cents. These grades (not Dr. Sheldon's) are the ones which I have 
used in all of my revision articles to date. Significant differences are apparent, 
due at least in part to actual changes in the conditions of the coins over time. 
Recently, I made the trip uptown a few more times, and went over alt the CC-levet 
cents again. The results of this re-grading are presented here. 

The method which I used to re-grade was the following: each coin was graded 
and the 'new' grade was compared to the previous grade. If the two matched, 
nothing further was done. If the 'new' grade was different (whether higher or 
lower) from the previous grade, the coin was graded a third time during a 
separate visit. This last grade (which always matched one of the first two) is the 
one used. 


Mint State coins are an exception. Last time, I used only the grades of 60, 
65, and 70 (sometimes with a + or - ). This time, I used the full spectrum of 
ANA-sanctioned MS grades, viz. 60 , 63 , 65 , 67 , 70. For the purpose of 
comparison between old and 'new' grades, 60+ and 65- were assumed to be equal 
to 63, and 65+ and 70- were called 67. 


Also, I d like to thank the following individuals for sending me information 
on their NC's and/or rare varieties: RS, TSC, WAR, FHS, PS, TFW, JT, 

LH, BB, and JHG . Once again, I encourage anyone with possibly unknown 
rarities to send me the details: date, variety, grade, pedigree. Your assistance 
is appreciated. 


1 793 


1 794 


Changes in the ANS Grades 


c# 

S# 

Old 

New 

Comments 

2 

2 

45 

25 

porous 


4 

3 

55 

60 

'rough' areas removed by fingernail 

9 

NC5 

50 

45 

10 

10 

65 

60 


1 6b 

11b 

30 

40 

ex Neil 

1 7 

14 

55 

50 


21 

12 

50 

45 


22 

1 5 

20 

1 5 

porous 

2b 

1 8b 

55 

60 


3a 

1 9c 

20 

1 5 

obverse pitting 

15 

30 

55 

60 

really 60- 

20 

35 

50 

45 

finely porous, ex Pearl 

20 

35 

20 

12 

ex Diefendorf 

31 

44 

50- 

45 

ex Sears 

40 

51 

45 

35 

damage, ex Clapp 

40 

51 

25 

30 

ex Downing 

44 

54 

50- 

45 


47 

57 

55 

50 

ex Hays 

50 

61 

40 

20 

pitted, ex Clapp 

50 

61 

20 

25 

ex Book 

56 

66 

20 

15 

ex Clapp 
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XIX/106 


Comments 



C# 

S# 

Old 

New 


57 

67 

45 

50 


59 

69 

50 

40 


60 

70 

50 

45 

1 795 

3 

75 

60+ 

63 


5b 

76b 

65 

60 

1 796 

2 

81 

50+ 

45 


3 

82 

45 

40 


5 

84 

65 

63 


1 2 

108 

45 

40 


1 6 

1 1 0 

40 

45 


1 8 

NC5 

25 

20 


20 

97 

60 

45 


21 

98 

65 

63 


32 

96 

7 

5 


33 

NC3 

7 

6 


34 

93 

65 

30 


39 

118 

55 

50 


41 

113 

30 

25 


41 

1 13 

20 

15 


42 

114 

45 

40 

1 797 

3b 

121b 

50 

45 


1 0 

NC2 

20 

15 


12 

123 

70 

67 


20 

138 

65 

63 


22 

140 

50 

30 


31 

1 42 

20 

10 


32 

143 

40 

35 

1 798 

2 

145 

25 

20 


3 

146 

45 

40 


6 

1 50 

25 

15 


1 8 

158 

40 

30 


22 

1 61 

50 

45 


24 

1 76 

45 

40 


32 

1 66 

50 

45 


32 

1 66 

50 

45 


34 

1 72 

55 

45+ 


34 

1 72 

40 

35 


35 

1 74 

35 

30 


35 

174 

35 

40 


35 

1 74 

30 

35 


37 

1 79 

50 

45 


38 

1 73 

60+ 

63 


39 

186 

35 

25 


40 

1 87 

45 

55 


46 

185 

35+ 

20 

1800 

4 

1 91 

45 

40 


8 

195 

55 

50 


8 

195 

25 

20 


ex Raymond 
defects 
edge defect 


ex Deetz 


eraser used on obverse 

broken die 

wire brush disaster 

ex Book 
ex Gaede 


proof! ike 

ex Clapp 
buffed 


corrosion on face 
actually 20/1 5 
burnished 
ex Raymond 
defects 
ex Clapp 
ex Raymond 

ex Clapp 
ex Macallister 
ex Book 


buffed, ex Clapp 
ex Morgenthau 
eraser job 

obverse expertly smoothed, ex Winsor 
obverse repair 
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C# 

S# 

Old 

New 


12 

197 

55 

60 


15 

205 

60+ 

63 


1 8 

208 

20 

12 


19 

NC4 

6 

4 


23 

21 1 

30 

25 


24 

199 

55 

45 


24 

1 99 

20 

15 

1 801 

2 

213 

40 

35 


2 

213 

35 

40 


4 

215 

55 

40 

1 802 

1 

225 

65 

60 


3 

NCI 

5 

4 


5 

227 

45 

50 


7 

NC2 

50 

45 


10 

232 

55 

50 


10 

232 

50 

40 


12 

234 

50 

40 


13 

235 

60 

55 


14 

236 

55 

50 


1 5 

237 

50 

45 


1 5 

237 

50 

55 


15 

237 

50 

45 


19 

242 

45 

35 


1 9 

242 

40 

45 


20 

241 

50 

25 


20 

241 

50 

45 

1803 

5 

247 

40 

45 


7 

249 

65- 

60 


13 

254 

70 

63 


14 

255 

60+ 

55 


22 

263 

50 

45 


22 

263 

45 

40 

1805 

1 

267 

50 

45 

1807 

4 

274 

40 

35 

1 808 

2 

277 

65 

63 


2 

277 

60- 

63 

1810 

2 

285 

65 

63 


4 

283 

50 

55 

1 812 

2 

290 

55 

50 

1 813 

1 

293 

55 

50 


2 

292 

60 

50 


Comments 


reworked 


ex Clapp 

ex Deetz 
ex Wells 
wire brushed 

really 60/63 


ex Sears 

ex Deetz, repaired 

reworked on neck, ex Bluestone 

ex Book 
ex Bluestone 
ex Raymond 
ex Book 
ex Hesslein 
tooled, ex Book 
ex Chapman 

63, dark spots 

ex Morgan 
ex Newcomb 
ex Clapp 

dark spot on reverse 
obverse scratches 
ex Beckwith 
ex Book 

flat strike, may be 60 




LANCASTER & SHIELDS 

Colonials, State Coppers; Featuring: 

Connecticut, and Large Cents. 

Lancaster & Shields 

Free price list P.O. Box 12 Dept. E. 

send to: Harrison, N.Y. 10528 

R. Geary E.A.C. #1562 
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XIX/1 06 


F 


1822 


Newcomb 

Number 


PLF BETWEEN L AND NL ^7 REVERSE STYLE I LETTERS (**SEE NOTE BELOW) 14 


PLF SPR (NO OTHER REVERSE HAS LEAF POINT BEYONU NR) 


PLS FPR (FAR PAST RIGHT - NEARLY HALFWAY BETWEEN S ANO 0) 


1 . 0 ) 


PLS SPR 

PLC NR PLF PC 6 

PLC C PLF C OR BETWEEN C AND SPC 

LEFT EDGE OF CURL OVER CENTER OF 2 5 

LEFT EDGE OF CURL BETWEEN INNER ANO OUTER CURVES OF 2 4 


PLS NR (LEAF POINT SLIGHTLY TO LEFT OF RIGHT EDGE OF S) 


PLC BETWEEN NC AND C PLD BETWEEN C ANO SPC 

LEFT EDGE OF CURL OVER CENTER OF 2 10 


PLC SPC PLD BETWEEN SPC ANO PC 

LEFT EDGE OF CURL OVER INNER CURVE OF 2 12 


PLS SPC 


PLD NC (JUST A HAIR TO RIGHT OF RIGHT EOGE OF UPRIGHT) 
DENTIL PERFECTLY CENTERED ABOVE I (AMERICA) 


LEFT EDGE OF CURL OVER INNER CURVE OF 2 

BASE OF T FAR BELOW BASE OF R (LIBERTY) 0 

LEFT EOGE OF CURL OVER CENTER OF 2 

22 SLIGHTLY BELOW 18 9 


PLD SPC 02 ANO 22 VERY CLOSE (DISTANCE BETWEEN 02 AND 22 IS 
APPROX EQUAL TO \ THE WIDTH OF UPRIGHT OF l) 


\J\J\J 

I 


PLD C DISTANCE BETWEEN 18, 82, ANO 22 PRUGRESSI VELY CLOSER 

18 FAR APART 82 CLOSER 22 VERY CLOSE (OISTANCE BETWEEN 22 3 

IS LESS THAN WIDTH OF UPRIGHT OF l) 


PLD C 6TH STAR POINT AIMS TO LEFT OF CENTER OF A 0ENT1L 
NO BASE LINE UNDER BER 

TIP OF LEFT BASE OF 1 ABOUT OVER LEFT EDGE OF A DENI IL 


PLO C 6TH STAR POINT AIMS TO RIGHT OF CENTER OF A OENTIL 
WITH BASE LINE UNDER BER 

TIP OF LEFT BASE OF I ABOUT OVER RIGHT EOGE OF A DENTIL 


»» Style I Letters 

Cross stroke of N is narrower than upright of T. 
Letter S has heavy front and back curves. 


** Style II Letters 

Cross stroke of N is same diameter as upright of T. 
Letter S has thinner front and back curves. 



Style I Style II 
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This page can be inserted in Rod Burress' attribution guide for Matron Head Cents. 


THE CRUMBLING REVERSES OF THE 1849 LARGE CENT 


Jules Reiver 

Whatever happened to the reverse dies for the 1849 cents? Why did so 
many of them fall apart? Was the steel which was used for the dies not up to 
standard? Was the hardening not done well? For whatever the reason, many of 
the 1849 reverse dies slowly disintegrated. What is even more baffling is that 
many of them gave way in the same general areas. 

Of special interest are the reverses of Newcomb 1 , 2, 3, 5, 7, 9, and 15 
(which is from the same obverse and reverse dies as N-1 , and which will be 
referred to as N1 ). These reverse dies all had some crumbling in the same 
area, but not necessarily in the same sequence. 

To discuss them, we must be able to identify the devices. Here is the way 
that I do it. For the letters of the legend and the value for each, a subscript 
number is used as follows: 

JJ1 N1 LI T1 El D1 SI T2 A1 T3 E2 S2 Ol FI A2 Ml E3 R1 12 Cl A3 

02 N2 E4 C2 E5 N3 T4 

It is much simpler to say A3 than 'the second A in AMERICA*. 

For the leaves and the berries, numbers are used. They are referred to, 
for example, as leaf 21 and berry 3. Numbers start at the bottom and proceed 
in a clockwise direction. Numbering the leaves is not easy. Leaves 17, 20, 
and 24 are really double leaves. I assigned numbers to each leaf of 1 7 and 20, 
but I called leaf 24 by only one number because it looks like one large leaf. 
Anyhow, if we all use the same numbers, we'll know what each is talking about. 

First I listed all of the coins on one chart. Studying them shows that N3 
used one die, N2 another, N7 and N1 shared one with N7 using it first, and with 
the same thing occurring on N9 and N5. Newcomb mentions the N9 and N5 
connection. The chart was built around N3, since it seems to be the most 
available of the varieties. Later the other varieties were excerpted, and charts 
were prepared for them. It is evident that the crumbling did not occur in the 
same sequence for any of them. 

The sequences shown will certainly change as additional examples are 
added to the charts. Where only one defect is added, the sequence is probably 
correct. In cases where several are added, however, there is no way of knowing 
which one occurred first. 

Help of EAC members is solicited. If you have a die state that is not listed, 
please send the coin for examination to: 

Jules Reiver 1 802 Forrest Road Wilmington, DE 19810 
Please include return postage, and state the value for which the coin is to be 
insured when returned. Registered mail is suggested. If the coin is for sale, 
please state that fact and give the price. If not for sale, all coins will be 
returned promptly. If enough additional information is forthcoming, another 
report will follow in which the names of owners will be listed unless anonymity 
is requested. 
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LEAF 

NUMBERS 



BERRY 

NUMBERS 



90 I-/XIX 
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A FEW COMMENTS ON THE BREEN ENCYCLOPEDIA 


Frank Wilkinson 
(with input from Bill Weber) 

I have been associated with half cents and half cent collectors for the past 10 
years. Roger Cohen's book AMERICAN HALF CENTS has been the standard 
since then. I later read about Walter Breen's book on half cents in the 
bibliography of the 1 7th edition of THE STANDARD CATALOGUE (1957). I 
wondered where the Breen book was. Well, as all of you know, it is new on the 
market. There are several positive and negative features to this book. 

First, the positive. Many of the new half cent collectors of the past 1 0 to 15 
years have heard about some established collections, but we've never seen the 
coins. The coins in the Breen-California collection, the Groves collection, and 
the Norweb collection have been said to be in a 'Black Hole', Walter Breen has 
first hand knowledge of these coins, many of which are plated in his 
ENC YCLOPEDIA, and their pedigrees are given. Mr. Breen has also filled us 
in on the coins he has catalogued over the past 30-plus years. 

Another very positive feature is that several coins are plated, showing how 
the dies deteriorated. My favorite example is the 1804 Breen 5, State IV. This 
specimen shows that most of the reverse die breaks developed before any of the 
cuds . 

The photographs of some high grade specimens show enough detail to see 
unreported marks in the dies. An example of this is found to the right of the 
date on the 1808 Breen 2. This mark also shows on the VF 1808 Breen 1 . 

A similar die injury shows on Miss Liberty's neck on the 1804 Breen 8. 

The photographs of the edge devices are very nice. I was recently in the 
home of a large cent collector/dealer who had a VF30 1 794 Breen 2. The 
photographs in the ENCYCLOPEDIA were very helpful in establishing that the 
coin has Large Edge letters. (This specimen is now in the collection of a 
prominent east coast collector.) 

Mr. Breen has done his homework well in regards to the coronet half cents 
of 1849-1857 (my main interest is in the business strikes). He has shown that 
there were 2 varieties of the business strikes of 1 854 and 1 856, so that all of 
you whist players now will need 2 more varieties to be complete. 

Now for the negative side. The book contains numerous factual errors. The 
most important, in my opinion, led Mr. Breen to the wrong die emission sequence 
of 1 794 varieties 3, 4, and 5 and for 1 804 varieties 5 and 6 (only Breen numbers 
are being used in this review). I'll go into detail here on the 1794 varieties. Mr. 
Breen is correct in saying that Breen 3 was the first variety struck with Obverse 
3 because it is the only one of these varieties found with an unclashed die. The 
clash marks which developed later in front of the face came from Reverse C - 
these are from the 'Heavy Wreath' rather than the 'Cent Type' reverses which 
were used to coin varieties 4 and 5. These clash marks from Reverse C also 
show on the next two varieties, which indicates that it is impossible to have 
heavily and lightly clashed examples (the coins used to illustrate the lightly 
clashed die states are much more worn than the heavily clashed state). The 1 794 
Breen 5 is found both with and without the bulge to the right of the date, while the 
1794 Breen 4 is found only with the bulge. This indicates a die emission sequence 
of 3-5-4. Data will be presented in a subsequent article that 1 804 Breen 6 was 
actually struck before the 1 804 Breen 5. 
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There are also errors in the pedigree sections. One of the most blatant 
errors is on page 311 . The uncirculated 1811 Breen 1 Wormsei — Bareford 
specimen is actually an 1 81 1 Breen 2. Another type of pedigree error is found 
on page 21 7 - the 1803 Breen 2 which was stolen from Richard Gross at the 
Atlanta ANA in 1977 was the VF30 specimen that he had bought earlier at that 
show from Jack Beymer, not the Dupont coin. 

Composite photographs are common in this book, although they are not listed 
as such. The most significant is the 1803 plated in the color section. The coin 
has Obverse 1 and Reverse C which represents a die combination not previously 
reported. Another very significant instance of which we are aware is the 1804 
Breen 4 1 B on page 232. This was formerly listed as a new variety by both 
Breen and Cohen, but it is now considered to be just an early die state of the 1804 
Breen 4. I think that we should have been shown both sides of the Breen- 
California collector specimen which is the finest known. 

In my opinion, the biggest single thing wrong with this book was the lifting of 
ideas from other sources without giving credit to the original authors. The most 
blatant example of this is in regards to the die emission sequence for 1803. On 
page 212, Mr. Breen skewers Proskey, Ross, and Gilbert for placing variety 4 
first. But Mr. Breen formerly had made this same mistake as evidenced by the 
Breen numbering system of the Dupont collection. Mr. Breen explains there on 
page 212 why he now believes the 1 803 Breen 4 was struck in 1 805. This sounds 
very similar to the explanation which Roger Cohen gave on page 48 of his 1st 
edition . 

Another source error is that Mr. Breen credits Commodore Eaton as being 
the discoverer of the 1794 Breen 6a, but not the 1794 lb or 3a. This is an 
interesting oversight, in that these 3 subvarieties were reported by Eaton in the 
November, 1921 issue of THE NUMISMATIST as being in his collection. 

Another source error is that Mr. Breen was not the first to number the rare 
subvarieties of 1794. Mr. Breen, in October, 1981 , was shown the signature 
copies of Roger Cohen's 2nd edition by Bill Weber, with Roger Cohen's 
permission. Roger gave proper credit for the discovery of these subvarieties 
and he was the first to number them all. Nor was it fair game for Mr. Breen to 
criticize Cohen for errors in his 1st edition which Cohen corrected in his 2nd 
edition . 

In summary, the ENCYCLOPEDIA has a great deal of information. But 
there are enough errors in it that one must be an extremely knowledgeable half 
cent numismatist beforehand to know what is correct and what is not. 

*********%*** 

The following is a refutation of the Wilkinson article by Walter Breen, who 
wrote as follows: 

"I am puzzled by many features of the Wilkinson review, not the least 
being its choice of nits to pick, in an apparent attempt to discredit the 
scholarship of the remainder. 

The emission sequence for 1 794 3-4-5 speaks for itself in the photo- 
graphs. I placed 5 after 4 because of the latest obverse state of 5b known 
to me is clearly later than any I have seen of 3b or 4b. Clash marks appear 
heavier if the clashing accident recurred - die repolishing or die wear 
makes them less obvious. Possibly, then, 4b state I, may even have been 
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struck between 3b, states II and III. Some obverse clash marks on the 
latest state of 5b may have been from Reverse E. But so what? I 
described what I saw, and I welcome genuinely new information about what 
I have not seen. But I am not convinced that Wilkinson's review has 
furnished any. 

The pedigree error on p. 311 was one of several transpositions done by 
the typographers in pasteup - one of the few which neither Jack Collins nor 
I managed to catch in time. An errata sheet is in preparation. If other 
collectors have found demonstrable errors of fact, I would appreciate hear- 
ing from them directly at P.O. Box 352, Berkeley, CA 94701 . 

Most of the other pedigree problems are attributable to what most 
dealers and collectors told (or refused to tell) to Jon Hanson while he was 
compiling pedigree records for this book. If Bill Weber objected to anything 
when he was reading the earlier stages of the Encyclopedia (while Jack 
Collins was photographing Weber's coins), I can only regret that he did not 
see fit to offer corrections at the time. The same remark holds for Mr. 
Cohen who had xerox copies of the galleys of the Draped Bust section and 
who therefore had ample opportunity to correct any factual errors. 

Nowhere in this Encyclopedia, any more than in Sheldon's books, did 
anyone claim, explicitly or by implication, that an obverse and reverse 
pictured side by side necessarily belong to the same coin. We have 
illustrated varieties and die states, deliberately not identifying them as to 
actual present owners for security reasons. And the purpose of the color 
date section was not to illustrate the finest knowns of particular die varieties, 
but to show the most aesthetically pleasing obverses and reverses available 
of each date . 

Emission sequence in the Draped Busts could not take final form until I 
had completed the Table of Significant Punch Changes on page 209. This 
table was crucial in ascertaining the actual sequence of manufacture of the 16 
reverses, and for the first time enabled definitive solution to the problem of 
when some varieties were made. In particular, this table left no alternative 
to the conclusion that 1805 rev. B = 1803 D must have been made between 
1804 F and 1805 C - it fits nowhere else. (Yes, I am constructing similar 
tables for early cents, and I wish that I had thought of it in 1957 while working 
on PENNY WHIMSY: the sequences for 1794, 1796-8 would have been very 
different.) 

I nowhere claimed to be the first to number edge subvarieties of 1 794. 

The notation "CMM — " means only "not numbered in the 1971 Cohen book". 
Where I have referred to the latter in the Encyclopedia, I would have cited it 
in detail - after all, this is only common sense. I would neither wish to be 
credited with others' discoveries nor to be blamed for their errors." 

And here the discussion shall end - both for this and for future issues of 
P-W - regarding the kudos and criticisms of the HALF CENT ENC YCLOPEDIA. 

P-W is happy to provide some insight regarding any new nimismatic book 
when it appears, and we're willing to praise as well as to criticize any comments 
or benefits which such a book offers. But to continue to harangue a particular 
subject can only be divisive, not constructive - and P-W intends to favor collect- 
ing, not destroy it. 
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I don't know why half cent collectors seem to enjoy a brouhaha so much, 
especially when it relates to a recent article or book on half cents. A similar 
outburst developed many years ago when Howard Hazelcorn submitted an article 
on half cents for publication in P-W - and the arguments in P-W seemed to 
perpetuate themselves endlessly until, at last, a halt was called. 

Surely, there is a place in one's library for both half cent books - the one 
by Roger Cohen and the other by Walter Breen. Each book seems to provide a 
particular service to the half cent collector - and only the reader can make 
such a choice as to whether it be the one or the other, or both. P-W is 
inclined to bet on the latter. 



St:***********;); 

MIKE NIEPODZINSKI P.O. Box 253 Buffalo, NY 14240 

FOR SALE: S afe-T-Mailers . 

Safe-T-Mailers were designed for shipping coins safely and 
economically. Just insert coin(s), fold, and place in envelope; 
no staples or tape. 

Fit standard #6 3/4 envelopes. 

50 for $7 . 50; 1 00 for $1 2 . 00 . Postpaid, UPS . 

**********;);*;). 

More is learned when the ears are open and the mouth is shut. 

THE RAT FINK 
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NEW CANDIDATES FOR EAC MEMBERSHIP 


THE FOLLOWING PERSONS HAVE APPLIED FOR MEMBERSHIP IN EAC SINCE THE 
LAST ISSUE OF P-W. PROVIDED THAT NO ADVERSE COMMENTS ON ANY PARTICULAR 
INDIVIDUAL ARE RECEIVED BY THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE BEFORE THE MARCH 
ISSUE OF P-W, ALL WILL BE DECLARED ELECTED TO FULL MEMBERSHIP AT 
THAT TIME. CHAIRMAN OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE IS ROD BURRESS, 

97A3 LEACREST, CINCINNATI, OHIO, 95215. 

MEMBER NUMBER 

RUCKER, R.W. ANAHEIM, CA 2199 

FRANK ENF IELD, J.R. MIAMI, FL 2195 

ALFRED, S. DEAN AUSTIN, TX 2196 

CYBULSKI, JOSEPH CORAL SPRINGS, FL 2197 

HUSTAO, STEVEN A, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 2198 

FLACK, WALTER P. DEARBORN HEIGHTS, Ml 2199 

MAHER, STEPHEN T. CORAL GABLES, FL 2200 

HOYLER, JOHN C, LOUISVILLE, KY 2201 

REYNOLDS, DICK NEW HAVEN, IN 2202 

VANDERWERKER, GERR1TT WALDOBORO, ME 2203 

DITTMER, HENRY R. BR I GHTWA TE R S , NY 2209 

CASSIDY, CRAIG RUTLAND, VT 2205 

DEEP, SAMUEL ALLISON PARK, PA 2206 

COHEN, DAVID H. VESTAL, NY 2207 

KOEPPEL, ELLIOT H. LA HABRA, CA 2209 

ROBERTS, JOHN 0. ST CLAIR, MO 2209 

HENDERSON, DAVID LA HABRA, CA 2210 

SEYBOLD, WILLIAM R. MD COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 2211 

CRARY, SCOTT LIONVILLE, PA 221 2 

POULIN, MARK J. MANCHESTER, CT 2213 

BRENNEN, CHRISTOPHER NORRISTOWN, PA 22 19 

STEPLER, SIDNEY W. CHAMBERSBURG , PA 2215 

TOTTEN, CHARLES W. ARCADIA, CA 2216 

THURMAN, S.R. JR YOUNGSTOWN, FL 2217 

DOTY, RICHARD G. NEW YORK, NY 2218 

SADLER, ALAN TAYLOR, MI 2219 

GRESSER, JEFFREY LAS VEGAS, NV 2220 

CARLE, TERENCE G. KINGSTON, NY 2221 

DECKER, THOMAS WEST MILFORD, NJ 2222 

DANAHFR. EDWIN J. SPRINGFIELD, VA 2223 

WELLER, WARREN NEW SMYRNA BEACH, FL 22 24 


************ + 

AN EMPIRICAL-REGRESSION ANALYSIS OF RARITY RANGES AND 
PREMIUM VALUES FOR THE MIDDLE DATE NEWCOMB VARIETIES 

John J. Nicholas, Jr. 

I have been fascinated by the middle date large cents for over 14 years, and 
like many of my fellow EACers, I have tried to determine the rarity and fair value 
for the various varieties, die states, etc. 
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In 1981 , I embarked on an analysis of past auctions, including all EAC sales, 
wherever Newcomb varieties were so listed. I have continued this analysis 
yearly, but I have hesitated to publish my full results. (A few years ago, I did 
publish a brief description of my rar ity-premium value results in P-W.) I 
hesitated to publish my current results primarily because I did not know how well 
my analysis would hold up for the higher grades. Now that the Starr sale has 
come and gone, I can confidently report that my rarity scale/premium relation- 
ships do hold up quite well indeed. In fact, I have even been able to establish a 
regression formula linking rarity price multipliers to the number extant, 
including a more scientific basis for pi us -and- min us rarity ranges. 

Let me first define a rarity multiplier: it is a number which multiplies the 

value of a common variety for any given grade. For example, a common XF40 
middle date is worth $800. A rarity multiplier of 4 would produce a price of 
$3,200., therefore. 

Before presenting the analysis and its results, let me state a few cautionary 
notes. Although I have found my rar ity-premium relationships quite accurate, 
some difference in actual auctions will occur. Besides the obvious of enough 
interest bidders or the 'I've got to have it' syndrome, the primary effect is the 
actual consensus grade of the piece. I have found that the price realized, when 
adjusted 'backwards' with the given rarity multiplier, is generally quite accurate 
in pinpointing the consenses grade. For example, let's take the example of a 
common variety that the cataloguer calls MS65 (typically, $1 ,500.), but an 
'official' EAC historian calls 60+ (price of $400 . -$500 . ) , and yet it realizes a 
ME63 price ($650 . — $750 . ) . What is the grade? I would argue that assuming there 
are enough knowledgeable, willing, and able buyers, that by 'voting with their 
dollars', as economists would say, the consensus would point to the MS63 grade. 
This 'reverse analysis' can also be employed to more accurately determine a 
variety's rarity when there are enough experts to provide a market test. 

Finally, one last note: certain years such as 1821 and 1823 primarily have 
price multiples over common varieties even if the year and its varieties are 
common. This unfortunately reflects history rather than value. 

Table 1 presents my rarity range-premium value results. Also included for 
rarity range comparisons are the values presented by Fettinger and Loring as 
presented in PENNY-WISE, Volume XVI, No. 1 (January 15, 1982). One can 
also compare this to Fettinger's most recent article (P-W Volume XVIII, No. 5 - 
September 15, 1984). 

The regression formula determined from the empirical data is: 

500 

Total maximum (or minimum) existant 

As presented in Figure 1 , the empirical column comes from my continuing 
auction analyses. The 'average' column is simply the midpoint of the range 
determined from the regression formula's range as determined by the maximum 
and minimum assigned to the rarity ranges. The number of coins in the rarity 
range and the progression listed are based on numerous iterations on the 
regression formula in order to reasonably make the average approach the 
empirical results. 

I find it gratifying that there is some logic in that prices do relate to supply 
in a reasonably deterministic fashion and that it is then possible to derive rarity 
ranges rather than arbitrarily assigning ranges. 
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Multipliers do not include "buyers premium" charged in various auctions. 


I utilized the above rarity-premium results, along with my other data as to 
the apparent rarity of the various varieties, to pre-price the coins in the Starr 
sale. The following represents a sample of pre-pricing versus prices realized. 

(I find the common middle date grade prices before 'buyer's commissions' as 
follows: 


G-F: 

one times grade. 

XF45: 

$1 20. 

MS 63: $650. 

VF20: 

$30. 

AU50: 

1 75. 

MS 65: 1 ,500.) 

VF35: 

65. 

AU55: 

250. 


XF40: 

80. 

MS 60: 

400. 



1 . 

Lot 68 

16N1 

MS 60 

R5: 

The R5 multiplier is 1 OX , thus 

an estimated 


price of $4 

,000. 

(Actual PR = $4,000.) 


2. 

Lot 69 

1 6N2 

MS 60 

R1 : 

estimated $400. (actual $375.) 


3. 

Lot 70 

1 6N2 

MS 60 

R1 : 

estimated $400. (actual $375.) 


4. 

Lot 72 

1 6N4 

MS 65 

(actually 63) R3: estimate $975. (actual $950.) 

5. 

Lot 73 

1 6N5 

MS 65 

(actually 63) R3: estimate $1 ,300. 

(actual $1 ,400.) 

6. 

Lot 74 

1 6N5^ 

AU50 

R3: 

estimate $350. (actual $400.) 


7. 

Lot 75 

1 6N6 

MS 63 

R3-: 

: estimate $975. (actual $950.) 

In my opinion , 


this piece is the finest known. It is more attractive than mine and the 
Collins piece, both of which are called tied for the Starr piece as being 
the finest known. I am clearly pleased with my requisition. Since I 
passed on the Collins piece, I will rank them Starr 63+, mine 63, and 
Collins 63-. This may seem picky to some, but I believe in developing 
historical relationships even if relative - so as to avoid future hype by 
those so inclined. 

8. Lot 76 1 6N7 MS60 (actually 55) R2: estimated $300. (actual $240.) 

9. Lot 77 1 6N8 MS60 (actually 63) R2: estimated $810. (actual $2,700!) 

This is clearly the finest known, and only 5 MS pieces have been traced. 
This was a 'I’ve got to have it' battle. Mr. X from the West won the 
shoot-out even though I fired my two six-shooters and reloaded twice! 
Since I lost out on the 16N1 to Mr. X but won the 16N6, the sale 
started out with Cattle Barons 2, Bowboys 1 . 

10. Lot 78 1 6N9 EF40 R4: estimate $320. (actual $340.) 

11 . Lot 92 17N12 Mo 65 (actually 60/65) R4: estimate $1 ,600. based on a 

net 60 grade since Newcomb reverses are almost always a grade higher, 
(actual PR $1 ,700.) 

12. Lot 101 18N2 AU50 R5: estimate $1,125. (actual $950.) 

13. Lot 102 18N2 XF40 R5: estimate $560. (actual $600.) 

14. Lot 103 1 8N4 G5 (actually G 6) R5+ or R6-: estimate $1 20 . (actual $375. 

- from a knockout 'punch' by Dick Punchard.) 

15. Lot 1 1 8 19N7 EF 40 (actually 35) R5: estimate $600. (actual $675.) 

16. Lot 139 20N14 VF35 R5+: estimate $900. (actual $750.) 

17. Lot 154 22N8 VF25 (actually 1 5) R5: estimate $150. (actual $160.) 

18. Lot 1 60 22N15 F12 (actually VG1 0) R7+: estimate $1 ,250. (actual $1 ,500.) 

19. Lot 227 27N7 AU50 R5-: estimate $1 ,250. (actual $1 , 1 50 .) 

20. Lot 240 3 ON 9 F15 (actually 1 2) R7+: estimate $1 , 875 . (actual PR = 

$5,000! - another knock-out punch!) 
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21. Lot 296 35N4 VG10 (actually FI 2) R6+: estimate $420. (actual $425 .) 

22. Lot 297 35N4 VF25 (actually 20) R6+: estimate $700. (actual $1 ,300.) 

However, it should be noted that this was a terminal die state which 
generally seems to bring another 2X. 

23. Lot 387 39N12 MS60 R4+: estimate $2,000. (actual $2,500.) 

24. Lot 390 39N15 AU50 (actually, this was a real problem to grade due to 

corrosion-removal areas.) R7: estimate $9,375. (actual $1,150!) 

One of the bargains of the sale. Either it is not as rare as it was 
thought to be and/or the effective grade is more like FI 5 if it's an R7. 

I suspect it is some of both. Any answers? 

Since I ended up on a bargain note, let me pass on another. Although proofs 
are in a separate class, if we were to treat the 1834 N-7 as a business strike, 
then Lot 291 (a MS 60 R7) would price out at $30,000. while Lot 292 (a MS65) 
would be $1 1 2,500. Each achieved $18,000. Chalk up two more points for the 
Cattle Barons. 

PEDIGREE AND CONDITION CENSUS INFORMATION NEEDED 

Del Bland 

Most everyone must know by now that Walter Breen has accepted the task of 
writing the new book on early date large cents, 1793 - 1814. My part of the 
project will be to write the pedigrees and the Condition Census. A much more 
complete listing will be done than was made by Dr. William H. Sheldon in 
PENNY WHIMSY. At least 12 coins will be listed by numerical grade for each 
variety, along with pedigrees. However, more than 12 for each variety will 
most often be shown . 

Denis Loring and Jeff Peck have made extensive pedigree listings on all 
varieties. Their works will be combined with those which I have been making 
for well over 10 years to form the backbone of what will appear in Walter's book. 

As thorough as the three of us have been, there still are gaps in pedigrees 
and high grade examples of varieties not seen for verification of grade. I am 
now appealing to those who have large cents that might fit into the Condition 
Census as I have expanded it to write to me listing pedigrees as best as are 
known and the grades. As for pedigrees, any information whatsoever is 
important regardless of how insiginificant it may seem. Any information will be 
kept strictly confidential if requested to do so. 

Please write to me as follows: Del Bland 

15924 Spring Tree Lane 
Mill Creek, Washington 98012 
(206) 337-0834 

RICK DE SANCTIS c/o The Cash Stash Coins Key Colony Beach, FL 33051 

POB 166 

Buying and selling strictly graded half cents by Cohen variety number. 

Free price list. Member ANA, EAC , others. We need you r duplicates. 
Please write . 
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LARGE CENT COLLECTING ON A BUDGET 


John Morton 

Yes, with much perseverance , skill, and some plain old luck, you too can 
find the good ones. The dealers don't own them all. The majority of dealers 
handle large cents as a matter of doing normal business and not as the main 
line of their business. Only rarely will a dealer who handles hundreds of 
coins a week have the time to sit down and attribute large cents, especially the 
middle and late date cents. 

I have discussed this with more than 10 dealers, and all of them said that 
they don't have the time to attribute the cents, they don't own a Newcomb book, 
and they could not really care! Well, their loss is my gain! I have offered 
to attribute all their stock of middle and late date cents for them in return for 
the privilege of buying the coins of my choice at 'common in grade' prices. 

So far I have been able to examine nearly a thousand unattributed middle date 
cents in grades AG to XF (very few XF's) and have found an impressive list of 
scarce, rare, and very rare Newcomb varieties. 

I found an 1827 N-10 in G for $4., an 1827 N-1 2 (R6+) in FI 5 for $22., and 
an 1 829 N-1 (this one took 2 years to find, so I don't believe that it is a R1 +), 
besides an 1829 N-4 (R5), an 1830 N-3, 1830 N-6, 1818 N-5 in EF40, 1834 
N— 5'4 (R5+), and plenty more R3's and R4's. 

Since dealers don't like for anyone to block their tables while checking 
coins at shows, I do it this way and it works fine. I use a three-ring note book, 
with my want list, scratch paper, "Quick Attribution Guides" by Rod Burress, 
Jules Reiver's "Late Date Quick Finder", Robinson's "Copper Quotes", and 
Newcomb's book as a back-up. Thanks to Tom Reynolds, I also have added a 
grading guide by Del Bland, since most dealers over-grade middle date cents 
by at least 1 grade . 

I then go to a dealer and ask to see a few middle date cents. I sit down and 
quickly attribute them, listing them as I go - then I decide and try to come to 
an agreement with the dealer as to prices. Don't let any one else see the 
material with which you are working - just use it, make your offer, and then 
move on. I have found that most dealers are more than happy to get rid of 
stock of middle date cents. 

Just to prove that I'm very human and that I can and still do screw up 
sometimes - recently, I was shown a 1 797 S-1 25 with only the 1 7 of the date 
showing. The coin was a VG8, but I did not recognize it since I am not as 
familiar with Sheldon varieties as I am with Newcomb varieties. A friend of 
mine bought the coin for $9. and he later told me that it was the S-1 25. So 
study the series which you like the best, arm yourself with as much knowledge 
and printed aids as you can get, and then it’s Happy Hunting! ! ! Incidentally, 
the box in which I found the 1827 N-10 had been picked over before me by four 
different collectors and they all missed the coin. 

**********^^* 
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HALF CENT WHIST MATCH 


Mike Packard 


On October 13, I had the pleasure of sitting in judgment over the half cent 
collections of Bob Yuell and Carvin Goodrich. I picked up Roger Cohen a little 
before 8 that morning, and we spent the next 4 hours driving to Bob's house in 
central New Jersey. We spent the time talking of family histories, military 
careers, Roger's presentation at the upcoming ANS conference on 'Coinage of 
the Americas', and Walter Breen's recently released half cent encyclopedia. 

The time passed quickly. We arrived at the stroke of 1 2 and were met by Bob, 
Carvin, and Greg Fitzgibbons. Scott Rubin arrived a short time later. 

The first hour or so was devoted to getting acquainted or re-acquainted, 
discussing Walter's 'Big Red Book', and enjoying a light lunch. The whist 
match was formally between Bob and Carvin, but Mike and Greg also passed 
around half cents from their collections. Both have over 80 of the 99 Cohen 
varieties and subvarieties. 

Bob pulled out to a quick 8 point lead (score one point for ownership and 
one point for the better coin) after the pole-to-cap series. Carvin managed to 
halve Bob's lead after the draped busts, and then poured it on in the classic 
heads and braided hair series. By my tally, Carvin ended up winning by 1 3 
points. While Bob was upgrading his pole-to-caps, Carvin had been concentrat- 
ing on the classic heads and braided hairs. In this match, at least, Carvin's 
strategy had paid off. Both collections were a joy to behold. 

Many outstanding half cents were passed around the table that Saturday 
afternoon. The highlights included: 


a 1 794 C-4a 
a 1 794 C-4b 
a 1 795 C-5a 
three 1795 C-2b's 
a 1 796 C-2 
an 1802 C-1 
an 1832 C-1 


an 1850 C-1 


very early die state, no clash marks. 

one of four known 

struck on a 1 inch planchet 

- all low grade, but it is an R 6 variety 

beautiful smooth, golden planchet 

rarely seen 

late state with what appears to be a light crack 
from the point of the bust to the rim. The crack 
is directly opposite the listed crack through A 
in STATES, so it is possibly a clash mark, 
full Mint red. 


The whist match ended a little after 6 P.M. , and we spent the next 1^ hours 
eating dinner and talking about half cents and half cent personalities. We all 
agreed that this is what the EAC is all about - an appreciation of nice coppers, 
a willingness to learn about them, and a desire to share with others what we 
have learned. 


The 4 hour drive back to Virginia passed in a flash. It was a long day, but 
a most enjoyable one. I can't wait until we can all get together again. 
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HALF CENT TRIAGE 
A Quick Finders' Guide - 1800-1835 

William T. Jones, Jr. 

Looking for half cent die varieties at a large coin show can be a mind- 
boggling experience. Most dealers do not attribute their half cents, a fact which 
is really to the collector's advantage. Over the years, I have found a number of 
varieties in near-Condition Census preservation which were unattributed. It 
is in this way that the collector can substitute knowledge for some of his 
monetary deficiencies. 

The purpose of this article is to provide some simple diagnostic features 
which can be used to quickly sort through the coins offered. Using these 
pointers, one can eliminate many pieces, thus leaving only a fraction of the 
coins for attribution using either Cohen's book or Breen's. 

As was the case in my Condition Census for the small collector, this work 
is limited to the varieties from 1800 to 1835. I have not shopped around for the 
pre-1 800 material because the overall prices for these earlier coins in decent 
condition have precluded my involvement in this area as a die variety collector. 
On the other hand, the late dates from 1849 to 1857 have at best very minor 
variations which will probably require examination with a 10X glass and a copy 
of Breen . 

1 800 . There is only one variety of 1800 half cent, so there is no attribution 
problem here. The collector should become familiar with the style of the 
reverse on this coin so that he can pass the test on the 1 802 half cent. 

1 802 . Both 1802 varieties share the same overdate die for the obverse. Cohen 1 
features the same reverse die as the 1 800 half cent which was salvaged from the 
late 1790's. If you should find this coin unattributed, (1) make sure that it is 
real; (2) if it is real, pick yourself up off the floor; (3) buy the coin before the 
seller comes to his senses; and (4) don't ever say you've never won anything. 

The 1802 Cohen 2 has a reverse in the same style as the later Draper 
Bust half cents minted from 1 803 to 1 808. 

1 803 . Cohen 1 : The right side of the fraction bar on the reverse is extended 

to the right ribbon end. No other 1803 reverse has this feature. 

Cohen 3: This variety usually has a bulge under the 18 of the date. 

Coins without either of the above features may be either the scarce Cohen 
numbers 2 or 4 or an early die state of Cohen 3. 

1 804 . Cohen 1 : This coin usually has the reverse die break which starts 

between T and E in STATES and extends down through the letter E in 
AMERICA. 

Cohen 5: This variety features the spiked chin obverse and a shattered 

reverse die. A large die crack extends from the A in STATES to the C in 
AMERICA. 

Cohen 6: This coin is avidly collected by die state. The coin has the 

spiked chin and usually shows the die crumbling on the reverse. 
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Cohen 8, 9, and 10: All three of these varieties have a ridge which 

comes from the’ top of the R in AMERICA. After you have acquired these three 
common varieties, this feature can be used to eliminate the coins from further 
consideration. 

Cohen 11: Plain 4, Stems. 

Cohen 12: Crosslet 4, Stemless. 

Cohen 13: Plain 4, Stemless. Every time that you see an ugly old half 

cent at a flea market and dream that it is a Cohen 2, it is almost always this 
variety. 

Any 1804's which are able to run the gauntlet outlined above should be 
examined very closely. 

1 805. Cohen 1 : This is the only variety which does not have stems. 

The rare Cohen 3 has prominent bulges in the right obverse field, but all 
1 805 half cents with stems should be attributed because the small 5 is small by 
degree only. 

1 806 . Cohen 1 : This is the only 1 806 variety without stems. 

Cohen 4: This variety has a large heavy 6 which was used on the quarter 

dollars. If you do not want to buy a Mint State example of this variety, don't 
quibble too much about paying the catalogue price for this coin in choice VF or 
EF. I have not been able to find one in four years. 

AH small 6 with stems coins must be attributed - they are either scarce or 
rare . 

1 807 . There is only one variety for the year. 

1 808 . This date is easy to attribute even in terrible condition. If the last 8 in 
the date is equal in size to the other three digits, it is the overdate. If the 8 is 
larger, the variety is the normal date. In addition to the well-publicized 
relationship between the D in UNITED and the leaf in the wreath, the overdates 
may also be attributed as follows: Cohen 2, the common overdate, and Cohen 3, 

the normal date, both share a common reverse which has a die scratch from the 
right stem to the last A in AMERICA. Cohen 1 , the rare overdate, does not 
have this feature. 

1 809 . Cohen 4: This variety features the circle inside the zero which is 

visible even on G and VG specimens. The reverse is also distinctive: the top 
leaf on the wreath points to the O in OF. 

Cohen 3, 5, and 6 are all fairly common varieties and all are somewhat 
hard to remember. Cohen 5, the 9 over 6, often does not show a strong over- 
date, and the reverse resembles the rare Cohen 1 . 

The important places to check on all 1 809 half cents are (1) the relationship 
of the bottom curl and 09 on the obverse, and (2) the top leaf of the wreath and 
the letter S in STATES. If the tip of the top and right side of the S are in 
alignment, the coin is either the rare Cohen 1 or the overdate, Cohen 5. 

Even advanced collectors must often refer to the die variety books when 
attributing the 1 809 half cents. 
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1 81 0 . There is only one variety for this year. 

1 81 1 . There is a wide date, Cohen 1 , and a close date, Cohen 2. Except for 
the die state of the four-star-break of Cohen 1 , neither of these pieces is easy 
to remember unless you own them. 

1 825 . The differences between the two varieties for this year are too small to 
be easily remembered. 

1 826 . Cohen 1 : High grade examples of this variety clearly show the file 

marks where an erroneous 6 was effaced. Cohen 2 also has an erroneous 6, 
but it takes a 1 OX glass to see it under the 6 in the date. 

1 828 . Cohen 1 : This is rated as a scarce coin, but I have had little trouble in 

locating specimens. If one draws an imaginary line from the tip of the top 
leaf through the last S in STATES, you would have a dollar sign ($). 

Cohen 2: This is the 1 2— star variety. A naked eye will easily recognize 
the blundered die with 5 stars on the right side of the obverse instead of 6. 

Cohen 3: This is the more common variety. It has 13 stars, and if 

you draw the above mentioned line from the wreath to the S, you will not have 
a dollar sign . 

1 829 . There is only one variety for this year. 

1 832 . Cohen 1 : The bottom of what appears to be an E is peeking out from 

the bottom of the top cluster of leaves on the wreath. 

Cohen 2: The letters TES in STATES extend across the top of the 

wreath. The other two reverses used during this mintage year have the second 
S at the top of the wreath. 

Cohen 3: The reverse die of this coin is rusted, and the D in UNITED 

is double-cut . 

1 833 and 1 834. There is only one variety for each of these years. 

J_835. The diagnostic feature between the two varieties for this year is the 
spacing of the ST in STATES on the reverse. Like the two 1811 varieties, 
you almost have to own the coins in order to easily spot this diagnostic feature. 


************* 
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EARLY AMERICAN NUMISMATICS 
P. O. Box 276, Anson ia, CT 06401 
61 9-273-3566 


For the finest selection of Colonials, State 
coinages, early American tokens, Washington 
coins and medals, Fugios, etc. 


Write to EACer Dana Linett for an extensive 
and complete listing with descriptions. 
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A FORGOTTEN HALF CENT PATRON, COMMODORE W. C. EATON 

Bill Weber 

For some time now, I've especially enjoyed reading about the significant 
half cent collections assembled during the past 4 or 5 decades and the coins that 
were represented the re in . Commodore W. C. Eaton, U.S. Navy, must have had 
many very 'sexy' half cents in his collection. When he wrote his article "Recut 
Dies of the U.S. Half Cents" which was published in THE NUMISMATIST, he 
listed just some of the half cents which he had in his collection. Likewise, his 
interesting article covered more than just 'recut dies' - included were portions 
about 'segments' or 'edge dies', 'overstrikes and double strikes', plus informa- 
tion regarding three 1 794's in his collection with edge lettering different from 
that commonly found on those varieties. I will deal primarily with the three 
1 794's in this article. An attributions will be according to Gilbert numbers. 

Beginning with Maris in 1869 and extending through Gilbert in 1916, all 
authors of half cent articles and books and the cataloguers of significant half cent 
collections were unaware of the different edge treatment on the 1794 issues. Not 
until 1921 when Commodore Eaton had his article published in THE 
NUMISMATIST (see November, 1921 pp 518-23 and December, 1921 pp 564-5) 
was any one aware that three varieties G-1 , G-4, and G-8, came with both large 
and small edge letters. 

Unfortunately , Eaton's article did not generate anew awareness among half 
cent collectors. When S. H. Chapman catalogued the F. R. Alvord collection of 
half cents, he made no mention of Eaton's work - in fact, this anonymity was 
Eaton's lot for almost 60 years - the poor guy received the 'Rodney Dangerfield 
treatment', i.e. he 'just got no respect'. 

It was not until 1982 while I was reading Roger S. Cohen's 2nd edition of 
AMERICAN HALF CENTS, THE LITTLE HALF SISTERS did I realize that 
Eaton's work existed. I was intrigued, because Eaton's article dealt in part with 
the 1794 half cents. Since I tend to 'come all over queer' when exposed to nice 
coins, catalogues, or reference data for that year, I tracked down the appropriate 
issues of THE NUMISMATIST to uncover Eaton's article. After reading the 
article, it reaffirmed that the more I read about half cents, the more I found that 
I had to learn. That's why I'm sharing with you some of what I read, in hopes 
that it may cut down the I.Q. point spread that many of you enjoy over me. 

Some idea of the scope of Eaton's collection is gained from his opening 
sentence in his article: "Having been requested, as a specialist in half cents, to 

prepare a list for THE NUMISMATIST of the recut dies in that series, I will, 
with my collection of over 420 half cents before me, main types, sub-varieties, 
minor varieties, and my copious notes, essay the task.” Eaton then went on to 
describe how to distinguish between the double-cut original dies and the recut 
dies of U.S. half cents, and he listed the dates and varieties struck with recut 
dies. 

My interest was completely taken by Eaton's third paragraph on p. 522 of the 
article where he wrote: "Before leaving the subject of the sub-varieties, I will 

refer to one kind which I consider well worthy of collecting, though so far I know 
of no other collector who has taken them up; and that is, the different 'segments' 
used for the edge lettering. To quote from a letter from the Philadelphia Mint: 
'The legends on the edge of all our earlier coins were milled on, not stamped on 
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with the collar, in the coining process. That is the process almost invariably 
when the legend on the edge of the coin is in sunken letters; . . . The legend 
appears raised, of course, on the segment, hence intaglio on the coin. The 
segments were produced from a hub or master segment, on which the legend was 
simply punched in, and without very great care, because the legend on the edge 
never was very prominent. From time to time, it became necessary to make 
new hubs for these segments, and the production of many hubs with the legend 
punched in, one letter at a time, with puncheon and mallet, and without any rule 
as to spacing, etc. That accounts for the great variety of edges on the earlier 
coins, where inscribed.' 

Eaton went on to say: "Now these segments I will call, for convenience, 

'edge dies', for that is just what they were . . . There is one more point of 
considerable interest to a specialist in these edge readings. I think it is 
generally known that while in the 1794's, G-1 to 8 inclusive, the edge letters are 
small, in G-9 they are larger in general. I have, however, specimens of G-4 
and G-8 with large letters on the edge and of G-9 with small letters. AH of these 
are very rare; of one or two, I have never heard of another." 

Commodore Eaton's collection of coins and numismatic books were auctioned 
by Henry Chapman in May, 1929. It was especially disappointing to me to find 
that the sale lists 122 coins (where are the other 300?) in 22 lots, with very few 
rare varieties or half cents of high grade . The Bardeen collection of half cents 
was also offered in the same sale - the Bardeen collection consisted of 188 half 
cents in 83 lots, and it offered a far wider range of varieties, rarities, and 
scarce dates. 

It's really unfortunate that we are unable to know the true magnitude of 
Eaton's entire half cent collection. I'm sure that it would rank among the great 
ones of the world. However, some idea of the scope of Eaton's holdings can be 
gleaned from his listing of just his 1794's, which I shall list by Gilbert number 
and quantity: G-1, 10; G-2, 2; G-3, 2; G-4, 10; G-5, 4; G-6, 1; G-7, 3; 

G-8, 6; and G-9, 8 - a total of 46 pieces. Note how the quantity of each variety 
remained basically in agreement with the current rarity rating for this mintage 
year . 

Belated thanks to you. Commodore, for your long overlooked and 
unacknowledged research - sorry that you were not given your due respects 
many years ago. Roger S. Cohen's reference to the half cent as 'Little Half 
Sisters' was appropriate for many years. However, that period is passing; and 
I believe that collectors today are going to ensure that this humble but historic 
coin no longer gets short shrift from numismatists. 

I believe that the following table will correct previously published mis- 
statements or omissions regarding the discoverers of the 6 known rare edge 
varieties of 1 794: 


Gilbert number 

First discovered by 

Date 

Population extant 12/ 

4 

Commodore W . C . Eaton 

1 1 /I 921 

4 

8 

Commodore W. C. Eaton 

1 1 /I 921 

2 

9 

Commodore W. C. Eaton 

1 1 /I 921 

1 6 

5 

Frederick Reed Alvord 

6/1 924 

15 

7 

Richard H. Gross 

1 /I 975 

3 

6 

William K. Raymond 

1 0/1 976 

1 


********* 

* * * * 
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Commodore Eaton’s article is printed in full in the Lapp-Silberman anthology 
published by Quarterman in 1975: pages 557-563. Bill Weber also writes: 

"Since Eaton's article covers a variety of aspects about half cents which might be 
of interest to the EAC membership, I will be happy to Xerox the entire article as 
it appeared in the November and December 1921 THE NUMISMATIST plus a brief 
autobiography on how he became interested in collecting coins. Any one who would 
like this data should send a self-addressed stamped envelope plus $1 . to me." 

Bill Weber can be addressed at P. O. Box 21373, San Jose, CA 95151 . 

EACer PUBLISHES NEW HALF DIME BOOK 

Jules Reiver, well-known EACer and variety collector of early U.S. coins, 
has just announced publication of his notes on the attribution of half dime varieties. 
His book, VARIETY IDENTIFICATION MANUAL FOR UNITED STATES HALF 
DIMES, 1794-1837, is now being made available to collectors and dealers. 

The book is based on Reiver’s system of using numbers to locate key identi- 
fication features. This system was first used by Reiver in his book on the 
attribution of the Mature Head large cents, and his system has been a tremendous 
help to many of the large cent collectors. The large cent book is now out of print 
after five printings. Reiver expects to redo it shortly and to write similar books 
covering the other early coinage. The revised large cent book will also include the 
Petite Heads in the next edition. 

The standard reference book on half dimes has been Daniel W. Valentine’s 
THE UNITED STATES HALF DIMES, Monograph No. 48, issued by the American 
Numismatic Society in 1931 . The book is available as a Quarterman reprint and 
includes 6 new varieties added by Walter Breen in 1 958 and 7 more new varieties 
added by David Davis in 1975. In addition to the original Valentine varieties. 
Reiver's book includes the 13 new varieties reported by Breen and Davis plus 6 
additional discoveries made since 1975. 

While most of the additional varieties are new matings of known dies, there 
are 2 new reverse dies not illustrated in the Valentine book or its reprint. Both 
are illustrated in Reiver's book. 

Reiver has provided rarity ratings for each variety. Another feature is 
Reiver's listing of all known die states. Valentine listed some of them, but Reiver 
has listed all of them in an orderly manner, describing each state and calling it a, 
b, c, etc. Reiver asks for any additional information on varieties, die states, or 
anything else be sent to him for incorporation in future editions. 

The book measures 5 3/8x9 inches, is soft bound, and contains 38 pages. 

The book may be purchased from Stack's, Heritage Rare Coin Galleries, J. J. 
Teaparty, George Frederick Kolbe, and from Jules Reiver. Reiver may be reached 
at 1802 Forrest Road, Wilmington, DE 19810. The price is $6.50 plus 60 cents 
for mailing . 

************* 


HENRY G. GARRETT 

Free price list — exceptional offerings of: 

U.S. Colonial coins Patterns 

Type coins Autographs 

Please write to: Henry G. Garrett 

P.O. Box 4334, Valley Village Sta. 
N. Hollywood, CA 91607 
(213) 780-4768 or 989-0760 
Member of ANA, EAC 698. 
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featuring 



MATRON HEAD CENT 
1816-1839 


The Chain Cent, The UUreath Cent 
Liberty Cap Cent, Draped Bust Cent 
Classic Head Cent, Matron Head Cent 
and the Braided Hair Cent type 

7 PostCards Plus a 

"LOV€ THOS€ €RRLV COPP€RS" 

Composite PostCard 

Set of 8 PostCards 

$2.50 postpaid 
3 sets for $6.00 postpaid 

Item No. 104 


Cach card features a different U.S. Large Cent Type on 
the front and related historical information on the back as 
well as space for message and address. (Each card is 
printed in dark brown ink on quality linen stock. 

Available From: 


Craig Whitford 
EAC 929 


The Numismatic Card Company, P.O. Box 14225, Lansing, MI 48901 

“Mention Penny-Wise when ordering” 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 3’/ a x S'A Actual size 


THE U.S. HALF CENT COLLECTION AT ANS 

Bob Yuell 

I attended ANS’ 'Coinage of the Americas' conference in New York City on 
November 30 and December 1 and 2. In conjunction with that, I decided to view 
the society's half cent collection. My visit lasted most of one morning. 
Following is a list of the Liberty Caps, Draped Busts, and proofs included in the 
collection. With some exceptions which will be listed, the Classic Heads and 
Braided Hair types consisted mostly of average to below average coins in terms 
of wear, surface, and color. 

In general, the condition of most of the coins is quite poor. The coins have 
not been brushed in years (probably never), and they have not been cared for 
very well in general. Most coins have pits, nicks, damage, and corrosion and 
usually are very dark. Again, there are some exceptions. Most of the coins 
are difficult to grade due to the above mentioned problems. 

The half cents have been attributed according to Gilbert. The coins are kept 
in one large metal tray, with each coin lying in its own box which is open. 
Information about the coin is mentioned on the box itself. 

The half cents have not been graded, but the following list includes my 
opinion as to the grade, with comments, and how ANS obtained the coin. The 
majority of the coins were given to ANS by J. Sanford Saltus on May 1 6, 1 906. 

Here is the list: 
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COHEN 


DATE 

VARIETY 

GRADE AND COMMENTS 

PROVENANCE 

1793 

Cl 

F15 NICE 

R. SHONWALTER 


C2 

G6 DENTS, DAMAGE 

PEHRSON ,1916 


C2 

VG10 

SALTUS, 1906 

1794 

CIA 

G6,EDGE CUT, POROUS 

GILLINGHAM, 1944 


C2A 

G4 

GILLINGHAM, 1944 


C3A 

G6, LARGE PITS,SCRS 

BARRINGTON, 1929 


C4A 

VF20 

GARRETT, 1928 


C5A 

VG7.NICE CLEAN COIN 

CLAPP 


C9 

G6 

PEHRSON, 1916 


C9 

VG10, POROUS 


1795 

Cl 

VG10, SCRATCH ON FACE 

SALTUS, 1906 


C2A 

VG8, NEEDS BRUSHING, NO PROBLEMS, 

DIE BREAK ER 


C4 

G6,DIGS 

SALTUS, 1906 


C4 

G6, SCRATCHES 

SALTUS, 1906 


C5B 

G6,EDGE DIG.OBV SCRATCH 

SALTUS, 1906 


C6A 

G6.0VER TAL 

1944 PURCHASED 


C6A 

VF25 

SALTUS, 1906 

1796 

C2 

AG3/F A IR2, SLIGHTLY POROUS 

SALTUS, 1906 

1797 

Cl 

G6, ROUGH, VERY EARLY DIE STATE 

SALTUS, 1906 


C2 

VG10 , DIGS 

SALTUS, 1906 


C3B 

FAIR 2, PLUGGED AND REPAIRED 

DOWNING, 1944 

1800 

Cl 

VF20, MARKS, CUTS 



Cl 

AU50, BADLY NEEDS TO BE BRUSHED 

PURCHASED, 1911 

1802 

C2 

AG3, ROUGH 

SALTUS, 1906 


C2 

G6, ROUGH, TA MISSING IN STATES 

SALTUS, 1906 

1803 

Cl 

VG8, CLEANED 

GROH, 1859 


Cl 

FI 5, ROUGH 

PEHRSON, 1916 


C2 

G6 .PITS, SCRS , POROUS , CUD 

PURCHASED, 1935 


C2 

VG7, PITS, CLEANED, NO CUD 

PARISH, 1883 


C3 

VF20 .PITS 

SALTUS, 1906 


C4 

G6, HEAVY OBV PITS AND SCRS 

GARRETT, 1928 

1804 

Cl 

FAIR2.VERY DARK, SCR FACE 

GILLINGHAM, 1944 


C6 

VG7, CLEANED 



C7 

F15.0BV POROUS AND PITS, INTERMEDIATE DIE STATE 


C9 

G4, PITS, BENT, RTY CUD 

STANLEY WEST 


C9 

VG8, CLEANED, RTY CUD 

SALTUS, 1906 


CIO 

VF20, ROUGH 




CIO 

VF20, DARK, SPOTS 

SALTUS, 1906 


C12 

G6 , DARK 

GILLINGHAM, 1944 


C13 

VF20, PITS, ROUGH 

BRAMHALL, 1859 


C13 

VF30.EDGE DINGS 

SALTUS, 1906 
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DATE 

COHEN 

VARIETY GRADE AND COMMENTS 


PROVENANCE 

1S05 

Cl 

VG8,PIT 


SALTUS, 1906 


Cl 

AU55+, NICE, BADLY NEEDS BRUSHING 

SALTUS, 190G 


C4 

VG 10, ROUGH, CLEANED 


SALTUS, 1S06 


C4 

VF25 


SALTUS, 190G 

1806 

Cl 

F15,PIT 


SALTUS, 1S0G 


C2 

FAIR2, BENT, BEAT UP 


DOWNING, 1944 


C4 

G6 , SCRATCHES , ROUGH 




C4 

VG10, CLEANED 




C4 

PROBABLY UNC, BADLY 

NEEDS BRUSHING 

1S07 

Cl 

VG10, ROUGH 


SALTUS, 1906 

ISOS 

C2 

G4, CRACK BERT, BREAK 

TY 

WOOD, 1834 


C2 

G6, ROUGH 


SALTUS, 1906 


C3 

Go 


SALTUS, 1906 


C3 

VF20 


— 

1811 

Cl 

FI 5, ROUGH, 4* BREAK 


MCKENZIE, 1869 


C2 

F15,SP0I AT 1 ,0F 


SALTUS, 1906 

1S34 

Cl 

UNC, FULL MINT RED 


MCKENZIE, 1869 

1851 

Cl 

UNC 


PARISH, 1883 

1857 

Cl 

UNC 


SALTUS, 1906 



PROOFS LB=LARGE 

BERRIES, SB=SMALL BERRIES 


LB 




DATE 

SB 

VARIETY COMMENTS 


PROVENANCE 


1831 


G1A 


SALTUS, 1906 

1836 


G1 

SPECKLED 

SALTUS, 1906 

1840 

LB 

G1 

NICE 

SALTUS, 1906 

1841 

LB 

G1 

DIE CRACK OBV STARS 

LEFT SALTUS, 1906 

1842 

LB 


DARK 

SALTUS, 1906 

1842 

SB 



SALTUS, 1906 

1843 

LB 



SALTUS, 1906 

1844 

LB 



SALTUS, 1906 

1845 

LB 


AWFUL, POROUS, DARK 

SALTUS, 1906 

1846 

LB 


DARK 

SALTUS, 1906 

1847 

LB 


DARK 

SALTUS, 1906 

1848 

LB 



SALTUS, 1906 

1848 

SB 



SALTUS, 1906 

1849 

LB 

G1 

DARK 

SALTUS, 1906 

1849 

SB 


DARK 

MASON, 1864 

1852 

SB 

G2 


SALTUS, 1906 

1856 

SB 

G1 


SALTUS, 1906 

1857 

SB 

G1 


— 
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ANOTHER POSSIBLE ORIGIN OF MONEY 


William L. Weeks 

Over the years, I have read many books about coins, covering the topics of 
collecting them and of the history of coins. Even though I can't seem to read 
enough about the collecting aspects such as grading, storing, and protecting, 
the history of coins has intrigued me the most. A local dealer brought this to 
my attention a few years ago when he stated that besides being beautiful to look 
at, coins are also romantic, often reflecting the emotions and issues of the 
past. Most books on the history of coins begin with the Lydians, stating that the 
Lydians were the first to mint and use coins. However, in this particular 
article, I want to look at the origin of money from a different perspective. 

First, I want to look at the relationship which money shared with early 
religious beliefs. The word 'money' stems from 'moneta', a name referring to 
the goddess June in whose temple Roman money was minted. At first, people 
were sacrificed in the temple and portions of their bodies, believed to be 
blessed by God, were given to select individuals who would bury the pieces in 
their fields. Possibly by doing so, they would insure a good harvest. 

Since the number of human sacrifices was limited, however, there were not 
many people who could obtain a blessed portion. As a result, therefore, 
animals came to be used. Again, however, since food itself was in short supply, 
this made the use of animals for sacrificial purposes less feasible, besides 
leaving blessed pieces still in short supply. To remedy the situation, the people 
who operated the temple started striking metal disks with a likeness of the god 
upon them. These were thought to be blessed, and the owners were convinced 

that the disks had the same powers as the pieces of flesh if the disks were 

buried in the garden, the crops would, in turn, become prosperous. 

When the supply of disks became ample, the people started using them in 
commerce as money. The evolution of changing from giving pieces of flesh to 
the giving of coins may have been related to the practice of having a large feast 
for the populace of an area. Some form of token was given to the "welcome 
people" which was redeemed at the feast for the portion of flesh. 

To further enforce the above theory, two familiar words, viz. salary and 
fiscal, were developed as a result of the early religious practices. Salt, in 
antiquity, possessed a religious symbolism closely analagous to that of the early 
coin metals. Public officials and soldiers in ancient Rome were often paid in 
the form of salt. Hence, the modern word 'salary' comes from the Roman word 
'salarium'. Also, the phrase 'not worth one's salt' comes from this time. At 
first, also, many kings would give a basket of food to the deserving. This was 
from the king's treasury, called the 'fiscus'. The word fiscal was derived 
from this word. Fiscus also stems from the word basket. 

Besides providing us with the roots to some familiar words, the early 
religious practices were also reflected in several modem beliefs and customs. 
For example, on Maundy Thursday every year in Great Britain, the reigning 
monarch gives a special set of coins to the poor. The coins bear an engraving 
of the monarch, and in the past the coins have been associated with super- 
natural powers. During the reign of Charles I, the coins bearing his likeness 
were believed to possess healing powers equivalent to the royal touch for curing 
the king's evil. Also, many businesses in existence today have produced 'lucky 
pennies' as advertisements. We know that many large cents were used for this 
purpose. Lastly, many people still carry a coin in their pocket or billfold for 
good luck. ifc*********:):** 
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A PROGRAM FOR SIMPLE COMPUTER SYSTEMS 
William L. Weeks 

As a result of the recent availability of inexpensive home computers, there 
have been a number of computer programs developed for coin collectors. 
However, most of the ones which I have seen require a printer and disk drives. 
Many people have bought the basic units without the extras for their children, 
and after the children have grown tired of the games, the computer is often left 
to collect dust. 

To make better use of these neglected systems, I have written a computer 
program in BASIC which will work on practically every home computer. The 
only extra required is a common tape recorder. The program I have written 
will allow you to keep an inventory of your coins, their variety numbers, and 
their prices. To add to the file or to change its format requires very little 
effort and knowledge. 


Enter the program from your keyboard as I have written it below. 
A list of detailed instructions will appear at the end. 


1 00 

DIM D$(5) , P(5) 


1 1 0 

REM ***** COIN PROGRAM ****** 


1 20 

DATA 1801 S222 R1 , 50. 


130 

DATA 1794 SI 9b R5, 55. 


140 

DATA 1794 S65 R1 , 50. 


1 50 

DATA 1794 S63 R3, 65. 


1 60 

DATA 1802 S235 R5, 35. 


1 70 

FOR T = 1 TO 5 


1 80 

READ D$(T),P(T) 


1 90 

A1 =A1 +P(T) 


200 

NEXT T 


210 

PRINT "IF YOU WANT TO SEE A LISTING OF ALL YOUR COINS, 
INPUT A 5. IF YOU" 

220 

PRINT "IF YOU WANT TO SEE ONLY THE FIRST TWO 

INPUT A 2" 

230 

INPUT R 


240 

FOR G=1 TO R 


250 

PRINT D$(G) , P(G) 


260 

A2=A2+P(G) 


270 

NEXT G 


280 

PRINT "THE TOTAL COST OF YOUR SELECTION IS", 

A2 

290 

PRINT "THE VALUE OF YOUR INVENTORY IS", Al 


300 

STOP 



This program is for a collection of only 5 coins. Undoubtedly, your coin 
collection is much larger, but this does not present much of a problem. To 
change the program to fit your collection, follow the simple instructions listed 
below: 

1 . If you have 50 coins, change the line in 100 to read DIM D$(50),P(50) 

2. Type in a DATA statement for each of your coins as I have done for mine. 
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3. You can type in the extra DATA statements at line number 300 by moving 

the STOP to a larger number such as 900. This will give you plenty of 
space . 

4. Change the line number 170 to read FOR T=1 to 50. 

5. Change 210 to read PRINT "IF YOU WANT TO CEE ALL YOUR COINS 
INPUT A 50. 

6. Change 220 to read PRINT "IF YOU WANT TO SEE THE FIRST HALF 
INPUT A 25. 


If you wish to write the program for 100 coins, just substitute a 100 where 
we have placed a 50 in the above changes. If you add a coin to your collection, 
type in another DATA statement for the coin and increase the above changes by 
1 . Hence, if you had 50 before, you would simply change it to 51 in the six 
steps above. Notice - the number of DATA statements must match the 
numbers you use in your FOR statements. If you change the program to read 
50 items, you must have 50 DATA statements or you will get an END OF DAT A 
ERROR MESSAGE. Also, save your program to your recorder after each 
change . 

If you get a strange answer for your total cost statement, make the following 
change: 

90 A1 
92 A2=0 

Lastly, if you have a question or a prob.em, write to me and enclose a 

SASE or just a stamp to: , ... . 

J * William L. Weeks 

108 Forest Hill Drive 

Warner Robins, Georgia 31093 

************* 

Bill assures the Editor that he has checked the technical aspects of the 
above program very thoroughly and that he did not encounter any problems. 

************* 

COUNTERSTAMPED LARGE GENTS WANTED 
For Personal Collection 

I enjoy collecting counter stamped large cents! When I was a kid I purchased 
Maurice M. Gould’s personal collection - this was in 1956 - adding to it the 
Gildbody collection and, in the meantime, several hundred others. I desire 
large cents, any dates, counterstamped with name, or names and addresses, or 
logotypes (not stray marks or initials), including such often-seen items as 
VOTE THE LAND FREE, Dr. G . G . Wilkins, Devin? & Bolton , and so on , as 
I collect these by dates as well. I also am desirous of purchasing any dates of 
Washington- Lafayette counters!: amps on large cents, I am not looking for 
bargains end am willing to pay "retail" as these are for my own collection. 
Please describe and price, or just ship with an invoice to my personal attention, 
i will pay promptly for items purchased and will return postpaid any items not 
desired. Please help! 

DAVE BOWERS 

P . O . Box 1 224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 

(603) 569-5095 
************* 
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CINCINNATI REVISITED 


Tom Reynolds 

In September, 1983, Paul Padget staged the first Greater Cincinnati 
Numismatic Exposition at the Drawbridge Inn in Fort Mitchell, KY (site of the 
1982 EAC Convention). The show looked like it would be a good one, with over 
100 dealers expected to have tables. As a dealer myself, I prefer larger 
shows, since there is more opportunity to buy and sell. There was only one 
problem. I usually drive to shows so that I may use my own cases and lights, 
but Cincinnati is 700 miles from Omaha and that is outside my self-imposed 550 
mile radius of travel, so I did not attend. 

During the weeks following the show, I heard many glowing reports of a 
well-run show, large crowds, much early copper, cherries to be picked, and a 
large contingent of EAC members. These reports made it clear that 1984 would 
find me in Cincinnati. 

The 1984 show was held September 14-16. My flight arrived in the late 
afternoon of the 13th; and, after checking in, I proceeded to the bourse area. 
Activity was evident, so I hurried to get my table set up and ready for business. 
To cut expenses, I shared a table with my good friend and fellow copper dealer, 
Chris McCawley from Chandler, Oklahoma. We also shared a motel room as 
another economy move. The evening of the 13th produced little business for me, 
as most dealers were looking for Morgans, Walkers, and gold. What was more 
disappointing was the lack of early copper on the bourse floor. At 9 P.M. , I 
returned to our motel room. Chris arrived from his flight at 10 P.M., and we 
spent the next 2-3 hours gabbing about copper. I took the opportunity to go 
through Chris' inventory, acquiring a couple of nice pieces. 

We were up bright and early the next morning and hit the bourse room at the 
opening bell. Many dealers were just arriving, so I hurried from table to table 
looking for early copper. Guess what? Very little was available! Another 
disappointment. At 10 A.M., the doors opened to the public and the crowd 
swarmed on to the floor. Yes, a crowd! It was a treat to see so many people 
after some of the sparsely attended shows during the summer. During the day, 
many EAC members arrived at our table. I now have a face to go with the voice 
or handwriting of my many customers and friends in the Ohio-Kentucky area. 

It is always a pleasure to finally meet a friend in person. 

Soon it became apparent that nice, early copper was only available from the 
EAC dealers in attendance. No rare varieties were cherried, and no high grade 
specimens came out of hiding. Speaking of copper dealers, the following had 
tables: Ron Guth, Paul Padget, Steve Fischer, Jim McGuigan, Jack Borckardt, 
Jim Corrado, Ed Overholt, Tom and Bob Matthews, and Rod Widok (hope I 
didn't forget any one). 

When the show closed on Friday, several EAC members went for pasta in 
Cincinnati via the Matthews' mobile home. Being the nice guy that he is, Chris 
McCawley stayed behind to help a dealer friend to celebrate a birthday on 
Friday evening. It was a celebration to remember! Saturday morning found us 
ready for another day of copper activity. The big event of the day was the 536 
lot auction of Early Copper by McLaughlin and Robinson . As most of you know. 
Jack Robinson is a very active member of EAC . His 'Copper Quotes' and his 
Grading Committee are used by many EAC members. 
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At this point s I would like to express my thoughts on this auction, using my 
personal observations and the comments of others, both prior to and after the 
auction . Jack uses true EAC grading, assigning a sharpness grade and a net 
grade, after taking into consideration any problems. Jack is very conservative 
in assigning a sharpness grade and is sometimes too conservative in assigning a 
net grade, as some of the problems weren't that significant, 1 his resulted in the 
comments of many, after reviewing the catalogue (without actually viewing the 
coins) that this was an auction of 'problem' coins. Many new EAC members are 
unfamiliar with the grading method used by Jack, and they were badly confused by 
a coin graded XF40 with a final net grade of VG8 due to porosity. Each of us has 
our own criteria for grading, and it is hard to visualize the amount of porosity 
evident to drop a grade from XF40 to VG8. Because of this, many individuals did 
not bid or submitted very low bids. Also, it was thought that prices would be very 
high (as in the case of EAC sales and Starr I), so many individuals did not bid for 
fear of being uncompetitive . I personally viewed the majority of the lots and 
agreed with the grade listed in most cases. I thought that a few were too low and 
a few too high, but that will happen regardless of whom is doing the grading. 

The auction started with the expectation of high prices. Guess whatV If 
didn't happen. Decent pieces went for low prices. Although there were several 
EAC members and dealers in the room, the majority of the time we 'sat on our 
hands' arid watched bargain after bargain go to the 'book', i.e. mail bid. Jack 
kept chiding me to bid for my inventory; but in August, I had agreed to purchase 
an MS 60 S-1 67 and a VF3Q S-1 83 for rny set of 1 798*s, so I was very short of 
funds. It was agony watching good copper slip through my fingers. As the bids 
continued at low levels, I began to doubt my thoughts on pricing, as did others in 
the room. To give you an idea, VG8 and FI 2 late dates would open at $2. to the 
book and none of the floor bidders raised a hand. F inally, Tom Matthews woke 
up and bought several pieces in the $3 ,-$4 . range, later to sell them to a non- 
copper dealer on the bourse floor, thereby doubling his money in the process. 

The auction ended with most EAC dealers in shock. The corns were properly 
graded but went for low prices. 1 don't believe that this auction was a true 
indication of the demand or value of early copper. Jack is scheduling another 
copper auction after the first of the year, and I would recommend that all EAC 
members give it serious consideration. 

I do have a few suggestions for Jack, and I will use his December 1 7 auction 
as an example, I received the catalogue on December 22, which did not give me 
enough time to make my bidding decisions arid to get my bids to Jack, Ad- 
mittedly, this catalogue was probably slowed by Christmas mail, but I normally 
only have 10 days at most in which to submit bids to his auction. I believe that a 
minimum of 14-18 days should be allowed between receipt of his catalogue and the 
auction date. Another suggestion would be illustrated by lot 12, listed as a 1793 
weak but readable AG. No mention as to whether it is a Wreath, Chain, or 
Liberty Gap. Further information is needed on some lots. My last suggestion 
would be to have fewer auctions, since they are currently occurring every 1 or 2 
weeks. -At the present time, the results of one auction are not available before 
it is time to bid in the next auction. This results in cautious bidding and low bids, 
so that the bidder doesn't get caught with a large invoice as a result of being too 
successful. . 

Meanwhile, back at the show. Sunday was mostly uneventful, and the return 
flight to Omaha was letter perfect. I considered the show/ to be a huge success, 
although copper was not plentiful. Paul did an outstanding job of organizing the 

show and it proceeded without a hitch. See you in September, 1985. 

************* 
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FROM THE MINNEAPPLE TO THE BIG APPLE 


Pete Smith 

In 1983 the EAC Convention was held near La Guardia airport in New York. This 
was my first visit to NYC. I was not favorably impressed. (My feelings were 
in agreement with an article by Harry Salyards, P-W September 15, 1983 Page 
259) This year I wanted to return to the Big Apple for the AMS Conference on 
Coinage of the Americas. One of my co-workers kept telling me what an ugly 
dirty crowded city New York was. He told me I might as well suck on a straw, 
stare up at the tall buildings, and hang a sign around my neck that said 
'victim' . I had certain apprehensions about the trip. 

Wednesday evening, Nov 28: Another piece of advise I got, "Don't go out in the 

city alone after dark." Naturally by the time I got checked into the hotel it 
v/as after dark. Also, naturally, the first thing I had to do was go out for a 
walk. I discovered that there are a lot of interesting shops along Columbus 
Avenue. However, I decided not to attempt to walk through Central Park. 

Thursday, Nov 29. To try to get a feel for the city, I have decided to take a 
walking tour. I leave my hotel on 81st and head for Stack's on 57th. I pass 
by Lincoln Center; discover that Carnegie Hall is just down the block from 
Stack's. I look at about 50 lots of the Starr coins; figure my bids since I 
won't stay in town for the sale. In comes George Fuld, the first familiar face 
since leaving Minneapolis. I leave my bid sheet with Stack's and resume the 
walking tour. I pass by Tiffanys; zip into the Trump Tower to catch a look at 
the waterfall in the lobby. On Park Avenue I find the Seagram Building and 
Lever House, landmarks from my early interest in architecture. Just happen to 
be going by the Museum of Modern Art so I stop in. They have an interesting 
exhibition that shows how many "modern" artists were influenced by "primative" 
art. I see many items that I studied in art history. (What work of art has a 
one cent piece imbedded in the paint?) By the time I catch a bus back to the 
hotel, it is too late to go to the Metropolitan Museum of Art. I take a brief 
walk into Central Park. As I am coming back two black kids stop and ask, "Hey 
mister, Do you know where the castle is?" I point them in the right direction. 
I wonder if they could tell I was from Minneapolis. 

Thursday evening: The Vikings are on TV tonight. They show a few moments 
of orilliance but still lose. We are not having a good season. (3-13) 

Friday, Nov 30. I want to get to ANS early to discuss some details of my 
presentation. I catch a bus that goes up Central Park West and Frederick 
Douglas Drive through Harlan. From about 96th Street to 125th I don't renemoer 
seeing a single unbroken window. The people I see on the street must live 
somewhere. I get to ANS and ask for Mr. Doty but he is unavailable. I decide 
to use the time to visit the Museum of the Anerican Indian which is also part 
of the Audubon Terrace complex. On my way out of ANS I run into Walter Breen 
coming in. We will talk more later. Tie Indian museum has an excellant 
general collection. I am most interested in the Northwest Coast exhibits. I 
take pictures of interesting masks. Back to ANS to spend time in the library. 
Walter and Denis Loring come by for a quick chat. They are doing research for 
the early cent revision. Then it is time for the conference to start. Some 
speakers are excellant; others a little weak; no names please. After the 
conference Denis takes a few of us for our first New York subway ride. We all 
survive the trip. Back to the hotel to change clothes for dinner. 
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Friday evening: Henry and Libby Norweb have invited the conference speakers, 
exhibitors and other guests over for dinner. They have a nice apartment 

overlooking the East River. It is nice by New York standards. By Minneapolis 
standards it is incredible. I enjoy conversations with the Norwebs, Harry 
Fowler, Ron Guth, Margo Russell, Tettenhorst and several others. Wish I could 
have spent more time with everyone. Ray Williamson and I share a ride back to 
our hotel. 

Saturday Dec.l: I catch a bus to the Sheraton Centre Hotel for the New York 
International Numismatic Convention. I plan to have breakfast there before the 
bourse opens; run into Del Bland and Bill Noyes sitting in a stairway; forget 
about breakfast. Bill and I agree to share a room again at EAC 1985. Darwin 
Palmer cams by; he is back in the states. Say hello to John Adams in the 
lobby; he will be speaking at ANS later. Hie bourse opens; look at a couple of 
items from Kolbe's literature auction; I'm sorry that the sale conflicts with 
tomorrows ANS schedule. There are a lot of pretty coins that are not round and 
brown. I buy a couple of interesting type coins from India. For me this show 
is more for looking than buying. I'm not quite ready to forget early copper in 
favor of foreign items. I hop the subway again for the trip out to ANS; by now 
I am a seasoned traveler. Today I need to set up my slides for tomorrows 
presentation. Then the second session begins; more interesting stuff; some of 
it registers. 

Saturday evening; Dinner at the Vantages restaurant on Columbus; I sit with 
/dams, Sfcillinger and the Lorings. I wish I could record all the conversations 
at all the tables for listening later. There are so many interesting people 
here and I can only talk to one at a time. Later a few of us stop for ice 
cream and visit the Boring's apartment overlooking Central Park. 

Sunday Dec 2; I figure I have an hour and a half to tour the American 
Museum of Natural History before my trip to ANS. They have the best 
display of Northwest Coast Indian art that I have ever seen. I go crazy 
taking pictures of masks; run out of film; the museum stop doesn't sell slide 
film. Then out to ANS; today is ray day to speak; I try to listen to the others 
at the same time as I am going over my material » Finally my time comes; I 
think my presentation went over well; I didn't forget too much of what I wanted 
to say. My biggest problem was figuring out what to do with my hands. I had a 
pointer in one hand, a microphone in my acond hand, was trying to tear paper 
with my third and fourth hands, while making gestures with my fifth hand. I 
have been trying to collect autographs of all the speakers on the day they 
talk; now I must decide if I want my autograph also; I feel a little silly but 
decide the collection would be incomplete without it. Several years back I had 
a similar problem when I was collecting autographed books and needed my own to 
be complete. ‘Hie conference closes with a reception. More good talk. 

Monday Dec 3; I hope to get to the Port Authority terminal early enough so I 
will have time to walk around Time's Square. About all I have time for is a 
quick look. Is it really as sleazy as I expected? Probably! Then it is out 
to the airport and back to the Minneapple. 

Home again. I survived the New York trip, I saw a lot of nice copper but 
didn't buy or sell a single large cent. It was a great experience. Actually, 

I am looking forward to getting back to New York again some day. 
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I 985 Convention Update 
Don Vale nziano, Jr., Chairman 

The 1985 convention of the Early American Coppers Club will 
be held on April 12-14- at the Ramada Inn - u' Hare , Uannheim and 
Higgins Roads, Rosemont, Illinos. The hotel is conveniently located 
close to O'Hare International Airport and to downtown Chicago. 

HOST HOTEIL 

The Ramada Inn has offered EAC a very competitive room rate of 
$55. per night for a single or a double room. The fee which EAC 
will pay for the meeting rooms depends on the number of sleeping 
rooms sold to its membership. Therefore, please use the duplicate 
of the reservation form below to confirm your room and to support 
EAC at the same time. 


RAMAn* EARLY AMERICAN COPPER CONVENTION 

^OTEL aHARE April 12 14 1985 


Mannheim & Higgins Roads 
Rosemont, Illinois 60018 
(312) 827-5131 


□ SINGLE(S) $55.00 □ DOUBLE(S) $55.00 

No. 

RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED 14 DAYS PRIOR TO ARRIVAL* 



NAME 

COMPANY 

ADDRESS 


CITY/STATE/ZIP j 

PHONE NUMBER TO BE REACHED DURING THE DAY 

SUITES AVAILABLE 
BY CONTACTING 

( ) 

HOTEL DIRECT 

Dining Room, Coffee Shop, Lounge 
Gift Shoo/Art Gallery/Car Rental 


Indoor/Cutdoor Pools 
Health Club, Tennis Courts 
9-Hole Par-3 Golf 



RAMADA HOTF.L O’HARE A 725 ROOM HOTEL IS LOCATED 
5 MINUTES FROM O'HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT JUST 
WEST OF 1-294 & 1-94 (KENNEDY EXPRESSWAY) 

FREE PARKING AND AIRPORT COU RTESY TRA NSPORTAT ION 


ARRIVAL DATE 

CHECK IN TIME IS AFTER 3 P.M. 


DEPARTURE DATE 

CHECK OUT TIME IS 1 P.M. 


SHARING DOUBLE/TWIN ROOM WITH: 


NOTE- RESERVATIONS HELD TO 6 P.M. LOCAL TIME. TO HOLD RESERVA- 
TIONS BEYOND 6 P.M. COMPLETE CREDIT CARD INFORMATION BELOW, 
OR SEND DEPOSIT AND THIS CARD TO COVER FIRST NIGHT. 

Credit Card Number: — — 

Type of Card: 

Signature: 


Exp. Date_ 


Approximate Arrival Time:. 
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BOURSE 


We have deposits for twenty-seven bourse tables. There are 
only a hanIfull P left. The fee per table is $60. If you are inter- 
ested in setting up a bourse table, please contact me as soon 

poss ible . 


Don Valenziano , Jr. 
283? N. ?4th Court 
Elmwood Park, IL 60635 


EXHIBITS 

We have commitments for a few very fine exhibits. Plenty 
room is still available for you to display your coppers. Let 
Joe Tamasko know of your interest and he will do the rest. 


Joe Tomasko, Jr. 
6453 S. Kilpatrick 
Chicago, IL 60629 


of 


LADIES ACTIVITIES 

Our tentative schedule for the ladies activities is: 

Friday: Luncheon and shopping spree at Woodfield Mall. 

Saturday: Tour of Long Grove Antique Village arid for the 

evening dinner & theater at Marriots Lincolnshire. 


The play is scheduled to be "Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Coat", a musical. The group rate is $ 36 . per person. We must 
know bv February 15* 1985 how many people would be interested. 

So! please coSaot Joan Widok and let her know if you are interested 
Do not send your money at this time. 


Joan Widok 
P.0. Box 52 

Bloomingdale , IL 6 OIO 8 


************* 


MEETING ON CONNECTICUT COPPERS SCHEDULED FOR EAC »85 

John R . Sype 

There will be a mini-meeting for those interested in Connecticut coppers at 
EAC *85 in Chicago. The meeting will probably take place on Saturday, April 
13, in the afternoon. Members are urged to bring their coppers, including any 
unreported varieties, die states, etc., as well as any other interesting 
materials related to the Connections . Included in the discussion at the meeting 
will be reports on recent research and contemplated publication of same. 
Members should see Robert Martin, Jeff Rock, or Join Sype at the convention 

for more details. 


************* 
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OBSERVATIONS OF A CONNECTICUT YANKEE 
John G. Fettinger 


After reading Walter Breen's article about Dr. Sheldon 
in the last issue of P— W, my reaction was one of disappoint— 
mnet that someone privileged to know him as a friend would 
now reveal confidential and demeaning facts of his private 
life. HEAD OF COPPER, FEET OF CLAY was an odious intrusion 
upon the memory of the man most EAC members still regard with 
genuine affection. After all, in PENNY WHIMSY, Dr. Sheldon 
gave us a charming and easily understood source of information 
about early large cents. Yes, Sheldon's rarity table and 
value system are flawed and his die progressions need correction. 
However, for most of us this single volume contains not only 
the diagnostic features for variety attributing, but also the 
enticement to enter his wonderful world of early copper. 

Although Breen's article did provide some previously un- 
disclosed information, it told us more about Dr. Sheldon's 
eccentricities than most of us really cared to know. Hopefully, 
these remarks will not tarnish the image of the man whose 
PENNY WHIMSY brought us so much pleasure. If Breen felt com- 
pelled to use this method to sever any last remaining 
psycological bond with his "mentor" before writing what he 
calls "the new book on early cents to replace PENNY WHIMSY", 
so be it. Common decency and charity suggest that the last 
third of HEAD OF COPPER was quite unnecessary and that it was 
in bad taste to speak ill of the dead. As for FEET of CLAY, 
that epitaph can be reserved for another day. 

These comments are not intended as an attempt to discredit 
the esteem in which Walter Breen is held. He, more than al- 
most any other person on the current numismatic scene, has the 
experience and knowledge to write the new book on early cents, 

A "complete re-thinking of its subject metter" is certainly 
much needed. It is just unfortunate that Breen's symphony be- 
gins on a sour note. Somewhere up there. Dr. Sheldon must 
indeed be watching and smiling. He knew.' 


wanted 


U.S. Tokens and Medals 

Type Coins 

Colonials 


Half Cents 
Large Cents 
Commemoratives 


CHARLES E. KIRTLEY 


P.O. Box 2273 


Elizabeth City, NC 27909 


Phone: (919) 338-2403 evenings 


************** 
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KEEP THE FAITH, JEFF ROCK 
Roy E, Bon jour 

In your letter to the Editor (P-W No. 103, p. r 265), you said: "I have many 

more possibilities for articles regarding Colonial coins, but as such articles are 
of only minor interest to EACers, I won’t send them in for publication " . Now, 
why would you want to say something like that? 

It’s true that EAC was founded by federalists - i.e. their interests revolved 
around coppers from the early Federal Period. They were nice guys, however, 
when they admitted us to membership. I guess that it was more from guilt than 
generosity - they probably realized that they had made a slight error when they 
called themselves the Early American Coppers Society (with all due respect to 
Dr. Sheldon). Everyone knows that we, the collectors of state coppers, have a 
more legitimate claim to this title than they do. 

Now a strange thing started to happen. People who were interested in the 
•oins of the Colonial and Confederation Period started to join. I guess that it 
,/as the name of the club which attracted them. It's true - the vast majority of 
he membership have little in common with us - but some did start to become 
interested in our area. Right, Ron? I guess that they became believers. It s 
also true that Colonial collectors began to collect large cents. I would imagine 
hat that is what it's all about. 

Now, just what is this all about? Nobody's interested in what you have to 
3 ay? There's a whole group of Colonial/State collectors in the New York-New 
Jersey area. Anyway, this is the only place you can go to, when you have 
something to say. EAC is a real democratic outfit, and your two cents are just 
as good as the next guy's. There are people out there who read - they might not 
write, but they do read. 

If you expect your mailbox to be filled with letters after an article you have 
written has appeared in P— W, then forget it. I can tell you that it won't happen. 
You do wonder if it was all worthwhile, but then there is the personal satisfaction 
derived from knowing that you tried to make a difference. You have to live with 
yourself, and the inner satisfaction derived from your own creativity should be 
sufficient to carry you on. Maybe in time, a true give-and-take will develop. 
Until then, we need the articles first, or there is no challenge. But I guarantee 
this to you, Jeff - there will be more t ian just Warren Lapp and me who will read 
your articles. 

************* 

PERIODIC 24- PAGE FIXED-PRICE CATALOGS 

of choice 

COLONIALS, LARGE CENTS, HARD TIMES TOKENS 

and other 

EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS 
available for $3 per year (3 or 4 issues) 
or send for 

FREE SAMPLE COPY 
fro m> 

HAROLD M. HESS, BOX 31394, TEMPLE HILLS, MD 20748 

************* 
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REPORT OF REGIONAL EAC MEETING, NY-NJ SECTION 

Robert Martin 


A meeting of EAC's regional NY-NJ section was held on Saturday, November 
3, 1984 in conjunction with the Grand Central Coin Convention held in New York 
City. Those present were: 


Frank Still inger 
Bob Yuell 
Herb Silberman 
Don Part rick 
Roger Geary 
Robert Slobbins 
Robert Schonwalter 


Burnett Anderson 
Milton Pfeffer 
Doug Walcutt 
Sal Zambuto 
Vincent Alones 
John Brady 


Ken Kugler 
Ron a Kugler 
Rick Leonard 
Chuck Heck 
Richard Doty 
Robert Martin 


After introductions had been completed, Richard Doty from ANS discussed 
the program for the upcoming ’Coinage of the Americas' conference to be held at 
the ANS building in New York City from November 30 through December 2. 
Registration forms were made available to those present who wished to attend. 

The main event of the meeting was a grading session, in which 5 (1786—1788) 
Connecticut coppers and 10 (1794-1856) large cents were presented for attendees 
to view and to assign a grade to each. The attribution, provenance, and 
'official grade' for each specimen was provided then and compared with the 
grades submitted by the 12 participants . A compilation and review of the grades 
resulted in the following interpretations and conclusions. Some participants 
avoided assigning grades to the Connecticut coppers due to their unfamiliarity 
with the series. Also, all the Connecticuts that were displayed for viewing 
exhibited striking and planchet abnormalities such as weak and uneven strikes, 
worn dies, defective planchets, etc. These variations undoubtedly contributed 
to the considerable differences of opinion in grades. For example, a 1786 
Connecticut which had been assigned an official grade of Fine, Defective 
received grades ranging from Fair/Good to VF . Another 1 787 Connecticut 
which had been assigned an official grade of About Uncirculated received grades 
ranging from FI 5 to Uncirculated. 

In contrast to the Connecticut coppers, the grades submitted for the large 
cents, as a group, were relatively consistent and in many instances in proximity 
with the assigned official grade. For example, an 1 81 8 N— 10 officially graded 
EF45 had the identical EF45 grade submitted by 6 of the 1 2 participants, with 
the remaining grades in proximity to the assigned official grade. An 1834 N-2 
also had half of the participants exactly assigning the official grade of VG7, 
with the remaining grades ranging from C6 to VG8. In summary, the members 
agreed that the grading session was informative and beneficial. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, the members were reminded that the next 
NY-NJ regional meeting had been scheduled for Saturday, March 30, 1985 at the 
Vista International Hotel in New York City., 

St:************ 


HERBERT J. ROSEN "Curio Comer" 337 Route 46 Rockaway, NJ 

(201) 627-4431 

A complete stock of large cents, including all years, all major varieties, 
and hundreds of die varieties — available at CURIO CORNER 
open every Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from 1 2 noon to 5 P.M. 

Mail correspondence to P.O. Box 218, Ironia, N.J. 07845 

************* 
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NEW ENGLAND EAC REGIONAL MEETING 


John G. Fettinger 


The New England EAC Region met at the home of John Fettinger on 
December 1 , 1984. Although we were few in number, the meeting was a great 
success. This was due in no small measure to the number of wives who also 
attended. The following members and guests were present. 


We were particularly pleased to see Peter Neptune who was recovering from 
recent back surgery. 

There was considerable discussion about Walter Breen's new 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF HALF CENTS and how this compares in style, content 
and convenience with Roger Cohen's AiMERIGAJN HALF CENTS. 1 here were 
also many comments about Breen's November P—W article HEAD OF COPPER, 
FEET OF CLAY and speculation as to why his negative observations about the 
private life of the late Dr. William Sheldon were necessary. 

Those in attendance were much impressed by Kyra Clymer's collection of 
early English coinage which portrays monarchs dating back to Edward the 
Confessor (1042-1066), William The Conqueror (1066-1087) and Richard The 
Lion Hearted (1189-1199). Fred Clymer and John Fettinger engaged in a 
successful trade that added a nice Henry III (1 21 6- 1 272) silver penny to 
Kyra's collection and a lovely 1802 S— 240 to John's early dates. 

Carvin Goodridge showed some of his newly acquired MS and Condition 
Census half cents that can only be described as awesome. Carvin also 
brought his "goodie box" of large cents which kept most of us scrambling to 
fill important collection spaces. Some of us might have missed this action if 
it had not been so convenient to cajole a few extra bucks from the "Keepers of 
the Family Exchequer" out in the kitchen. 

The next meeting will be held at Fred Clymer's home on May 4, 1985. 

This should provide adequate notice for everyone to make necessary 
arrangements that will insure attendance. If you have any questions about 
how to get there, call Fred at 203-485-1943 or write to him at Whetstone 
Road, Harwinton, C'T 06791 . We know that you have been very busy of late 
but we're now talking about a meeting planned four months from now. What 
a great opportunity to show your collection and to see some other great early 
copper. We sure hope to see you there! 


Kyra Clymer 
Fred Clymer 
Polly Funk 
Chuck F unk 
Claire Goodridge 
Carvin Goodridge 


Theresa Neptune 


Peter Neptune 
Neil Brown 


Donald Willey 
Gwen Fettinger 
John Fettinger 
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1984 ANS CONFERENCE ON THE COINAGE OF AMERICA 
Pete Smith 

On November 30 - December 2, 1984 the American Numismatic Society hosted their 
first Coinage of the Americas Conference (COAC) . The conference was devoted to 
America's Copper Coinage 1783-1857. Several EAC .members presented papers at 
the conference with many more among over 120 registered participants. The 
average daily attendance was about 75. 

The seminar began Friday November 30 after brief opening comments by ANS 
president Harry W. Fowler, ANS Director Leslie A. Elam, and ANS Conference 
Chairman Richard G. Doty. 

The first speaker was Elvira Clain-Stefanelli who talked of "The Cent and Money 
Economy of the Early United States." Second was Ronald Guth who spoke of "The 
Copper Coinage of Vermont." Donald G. Partrick spoke of "The 'Washington the 
Great' Cent." He also exhibited one of three known pieces in copper and one 
possibly unique in silver. Eric P. Newman discussed "Circulation of 
Non-Federal Coppers in the Early United States." The final speaker on Friday 
was P. Scott Rubin who described research into "Establishing Pedigrees on the 
1792 Copper Patterns", specifically the silver center cent of 1792. 

John Adams began the second day with a colorful discussion of Benjamin H. 
Collins of Washington D. C. R. Tettenhorst presented "Overstrikes and Other 
Anomalies of Early Half Cents" similar to his program at the 1984 EAC 
Convention. Roger Cohen spoke of "Original and Restrike Half Cents". Walter 
Breen described the preparation of dies for cents of 1794 and the use of 
several device punches to produce uniform features common to several obverse 
and reverse dies. Denis Loring described the clues for determining "Emission 
Sequences on Early Cents". George E. Ewing, Jr. closed the second day with his 
description of the 'Castaing' machine and its use in producing edge lettering. 

The final day began with Cory Gillilland describing the evolution of early 
coinage designs and the relationship to the art and styles of the times. David 
Cohen told the 'people story' of William H. Chapman and John Swan Randall and 
their involvement with the 'Randall Hoard' cents. Peter Smith described the 
signs of aging of dies and "Die Progressions on Turban Head Cents". Jules 
Reiver described his techniques for attributing "Die Varieties in the Late Cent 
Series". Herb Silberman, the first EAC President, wrapped up with a brief 
review of the speakers. He also presented a picture of William H. Sheldon in 
copper which was accepted by ANS Chief Curator William E. Metcalf. 

The exhibit area was popular. George Ewing used the ANS collection in his 
preparation of an exhibit of "Die Varieties of the 1794 Large Cent" . An 
anotated slide set of this display was available for $20. Also available for 
$24 was a slide set of Richard Doty's exhibit of "America's Copper Coinage, 
1783-1857". Other exhibitors not previously mentioned were Richard M. Martin, 
Anthony J. Terranova, Raymond H. Williamson, and the United States Mint. 

A published book of the conference papers will be available by mail after the 
conference for $15. The slide sets are also available by mail. The ANS 
address is Broadway at 155th Street, New York, NY 10032. 
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As part of his closing summation for the ANS conference on the Coinage of 
the Americas, Herbert A. Silberman, founder of EA3 and its first president, 
presented a copper plaque of Dr. William H. Sheldon to the American Numismatic 
Society. Chief Curator William E. Metcalf accepted the plaque in behalf of ANS. 
The plaque is reproduced below. The picture of Dr. Sheldon was a colored 
photograph made several years before his death. 


William P|JL HO. 

Author, teartjer, prnftBBur, mitral rmarriftt*, pBgrfyfatnat 
rnmtuulugtBt uumiBmattBi mb pljgBtrian. 



luring tty past tttttaij ati b lunpr, ttyvv tyxw font many prumtont 
numtBmattBfa aBBuriateh until tlje lutieh States larp rents; hut uut une 
Ijaa eurr equalled tfo rnntntmttuna auh arrnmpltBlfmentB uf 

Sr. Utlltam % i»t|?lhun 


- 46 - 



ASK JOHN 


John D. Wright, NLG 

"Ask John" is a forum for all your questions - great or small - about old 
coppers or EAC . Your questions will get answers, and those questions of most 
general interest will be published here for everybody. I prefer more small 
questions than biggies but will take whatever I get. Do let me hear from you. 

John D. Wright 
1 468 Timberlane Drive 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 

AJ50: A rule-of-thumb survival rate of large cents and half cents is listed 

by Sheldon and Cohen as under 5 per cent. Are the majority of the rest assumed 
buried in the topsoils of America, lost by careless citizens of decades past, 
and/or tossed into brooks and ponds by wishful romantics? Please give your 
best estimate of the causes for disappearance of (and relative per cent loss 
values consistent with) the other 95 per cent. 

Answer : Wow! I wasn't even there! Nothing lasts forever. Copper is a 
useful commodity. Many were melted as scrap copper; many were redeemed 
in 1 857 to be melted by the government; many were destroyed by the ravages of 
time, neglect, or abuse; many still survive in anywhere from pristine to 
wretched condition. A guess as to what happened by percentage? If there is 
some celestial bookkeeper who records the dying gasp of each large cent, 
perhaps you could persuade him to open his ledgers to me. Without that, your 
guess is as good as mine. 

AJ51 : Sheldon's PENNY WHIMSY refers repeatedly to "coins impounded 

by ANS". Does this mean that if I cherrypick a Condition Census cent, I 
cannot resell it once it is authenticated as Condition Census? 

Answer : Don't worry about it. First, ANA (American Numismatic 

Association, Colorado Springs) authenticates coins, not ANS (American 
Numismatic Society, New York City). Second, ANA grading of large cents is 
not recognized for Condition Census tabulation - ANA's graders do not have the 
experience to be considered reliable in this area. Third, ANS does not 
impound coins. Reread the passages in Sheldon - they say 'impounded in 
ANS', not by ANS. The nucleus and majority of the ANS collection of targe 
cents is the George H. Clapp collection, "to be held for study . . .". In effect, 
this collection is 'impounded', because by the terms of the gift it cannot be sold. 
New examples of Condition Census level turn up every year. If you are a lucky 
finder, it is your coin to do with as you please. 

AJ52: The AG plate coin for draped bust cent in PHOTOGRADE looks like 

a worn S-1 88 (1 799/8) . Is it? 

Answer : No. I would need to see the coin for an assured attribution, but 

the reverse isn't right for GG. The C of CENT is open, but the outer berry 
under ER has a stem. Assuming that the obverse and reverse depict the same 
coin, it seems close to S-1 74 (1798) than anything else. 
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AJ53: Coin catalogues list an 1809/6 half cent. How can this be, since the 

design of the 1806 issue and the 1809 issue are different (draped bust vs classic 
head) would negate the simple re-engraving of the last digit of that date? 

Answer: This is true. Overdates are not used dies that were altered for 

further use. The 1809/6 half cent is one where the 9 was first punched into the 
die inverted and then corrected. This same kind of goof is seen occasionally 
across all series, and is not limited to date digits. 

SURVEY COUNT 

I am taking an up-to-date and, hopefully, a most accurate count of middle 
date R4, 5, 6, and 7 large cents. I would be very happy if all EACers would 
take a few minutes to count their rarities by year and Newcomb number, e.g. 

1827 N-10 R5. You may or may not choose to sign your name. All answers 
will be kept confidential. All I want to do is to get a count of what we have out 
there from 1 81 6 to 1 839. The results of the survey will be tabulated and 
published in P-W at a later date. 

Send your report to: John Morton EAC #1998 

1 23 North Partin Drive 
Niceville, Florida 32578 
Telephone: 1-904-678-2506 days 

JACK and MARK R. BORCKARDT 1016 Tiffin Avenue Findlay, OH 45840 

The Collectors Cabinet and Fort Findlay Enterprises would like to include 

your name on our mailing list. 

Our quarterly price lists feature over 500 copper, nickel, and silver coins, 

including a nice selection of early coppers. Please mention your EAC 

number to receive all of our lists. Thank you! 

PENNYMANSHIP TO THE EDITORS 

From DEL BLAND: "There is still very little going on in early copper in 

the great northwest. I'm spending a considerable amount of time on pedigree 
and Condition Census work which will now be included in Walter Breen's new 
book, "The Encyclopedia of United States Large Cents, 1793-1814". The book 
will be every bit as good as his half cent encyclopedia. 

I'm hoping for a good response to the request that I've written for this issue 
of P-W. I know that I have some duplicate listings in pedigrees. Hopefully, 
some input will help to straighten some of this out. 

Around the time of the EAC convention and Central States show, I plan to 
make atrip around the country, seeing as many collectors as I can to verify 
grades and get descriptions of coins. This should be a big help with some of the 
pedigree and CC problems. By that time, I should have notes from all my 
sources combined, ready to make any corrections and additions as are necessary. 

From MARK KLEIN: "My son Tyler got his Booby Head! It came shortly 
after Thanksgiving, and gosh, does he think it's neat? Just think of the story 
which he'll be able to tell some day, about how he got his very first large cent. 

I'd sure like to put in a big thanks to Tom Reynolds. He's a super friend." 
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From MICHAEL W. McNANEY: "You might gather from reading my ad for 

this issue of P-W that I am giving up my quest. Actually, my learning seems to 
be continually a frustration . I have become more active as a dealer, and it is 
hard to build and maintain an inventory and to squirrel away at the same time. 
Add that to the discouragement felt by receipt of EAC certificates and anew- 
found lack of faith in the PNG and you see another collector go by the boards. 

I will remain an EACer, however, only for now. I have no direction and all 
options are open. I only know that from now on, big bucks are only for big 
married people, and that isn't me." 

From BILL WEBER: "I don't know how or if the EAC membership has 

reacted to Breen’s article about Dr. Sheldon, but I was appalled at Breen's 
diatribe . " 

From JOHN FETTINGER: "Regarding my reply to Breen’s article about 

Dr. Sheldon, you will perhaps not like my remarks about "Head of Copper, Feet 
of Clay", but I felt that some reply was necessary. As you will note too, this 
matter was also the subject of considerable discussion at the New England 
Regional Meeting . " 

From JOHN C. HOYLER: "As one of the newest EAC members, I want to 

introduce myself to you. I am 40 years old, married (wife, Pat), and we have 
a 6-year-old son. By profession, I am a small coin dealer, mainly on the 
wholesale level. 

I started collecting coins at age 8, and by the time I was 1 6, I was setting 
up at the local coin shows. One of the first people whom I met at these shows 
was fellow dealer. Jack Borckardt. He kept noticing that every time I bought a 
group of coins, I always took out the large cents and did not sell them. During 
the late 1 960's and into the 1970’s, Jack kept telling me about EAC and how I 
should join. As with so many things, I kept putting it off. 

In late 1979, I moved to Missouri, where I lived until 1982. One of the last 
things which I did before leaving for Missouri was to pull out all of the large 
cents which I had saved since 1958 and I sold them as a single lot to a local coin 
dealer. Can you imagine selling 2,273 unattributed large cents at so much per 
piece? Granted, I made a handsome profit over my cost, but I would just like 
to attribute them now. Well, such is life! Let's just say that I'm glad that I 
finally took the plunge and joined EAC! " 

From CHUCK HECK: "I’ll be opening my own accounting practice in 

January, 1985. Fortunately, I can now be with my family more also." 

From ROD BURRESS: "I am enclosing an attribution guide on the 1822 

cents for publication in the January P-W. I had to do some photo-reduction to 
fit it all onto the one page. Many EACers have a copy of my attribution guide 
book. The 1822 page needed to be redone because of Dick Punchard's recent 
discovery. " 

From MAMA MIMEO: "I want to thank EAC so very much for the generous 
check at Christmas-time . The thoughtfulness and kindness are greatly 
appreciated, and it gives me a wonderful warm feeling to have been associated 
with EAC and PENNY-WISE for so many years. Most sincerely, Margaret 
Beeler. " 
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American Half Cents 
The Little Half Sisters 
by Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 


The definitive text of Half Cents for both beginner and advanced 
collectors. 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR: -Certified Public Accountant 

-Historian 

-Collector of U.S. copper coins for 38 years 
-Specialist in Half Cents 


ABOUT THE BOOK: -Clear 

-Concise 

-Succinct 


FEATURING: 

-The accepted numbering system for variety identification 

-All photos are condition census coins - NO COMPOSITES 

-Enlarged photos of both the obverse and reverse 

-Realistic rarity evaluations for each variety 

-Sections on "The History of Half Cent Collecting" and 
"The Art of Acquiring Half Cents" 

-Proofs - a new, realistic approach to time of issue, not merely listed 
in date order 

A quality book with discipline and scholarship, to be read, studied and 
en j oyed 

PRICE $35.00 

AVAILABLE FROM MOST BOOK DEALERS 
or 

THE EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR 


Harry Edelman 
111-37 Lefferts Blvd 
P.0. Box 140 

South Ozone Park, NY 11420 


Scott- Edelman Supply Co. 

631 S. Palm 

UNITC 

La Habra, CA 90631 
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SWAPS & SALES 


EACers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. The 
first 12 lines, including those lines used for spacing, are free. If your ad 
exceeds this limit, the treasurer will bill you for your entire ad, based on a 
pro-rated scale. A full-page ad is now $60. Deadline for copy to appear in the 
March 15 issue of P-W is February 28, 1985. Copy must be sent to Warren A. 
Lapp, 6505 Newmarket Way, Raleigh, NC 27609. 


***** 

* * * 

* * * 

* * 


WILLIAM A. MYERS P.O. Box 166 


Bremerton, WA 98310 

NUMISMATIC LITERATURE - For Sale 




ANA AUCTIONS: 




$10. 

1954 A. Fritz large cents PRL ' 

$15. 

1 966 

PRL 

1956 PRL 

10. 

1 977 

5 catalogues in slip 


1958 Program, large serial photo 


case 

1 0 . 

of Los Angeles PRL 

15. 

1 978 


1 0 . 



1 981 

PRL 

10. 

OTHER: Garrett soft cover Vols . 1 

, 3, or 

4 PRL $10. each 


1982 Michael Steig collection Bowers & 

Ruddy $5 . 


On Large Cents: 





1971 Frank Masters coll . (CSNS) $1 o . 

1 977 

Fairfield coll. PRL 


1 975 Robt . Kissne r coll . (Stack's) 

10. 


(Bowers) 

20. 

1976 Nofal-Kling (Cape Kennedy 


1 982 

J.W. Adams FPL 


medals) 

10. 


(Bowers) 

15. 

***** 

* * * : 

* * * 

* * 


ED SARRAFIAN 941 4 Nashville Avenue 


Morton Grove, IL 

60053 

WANTED TO BUY: Vermont Coppers . 

I need the following varieties 

for my collection: 




R-9 Good-VG (Baby Hd) 


R-23 

Good-F ine 


R-1 8 Good-VG (ETLIB INDE) 


R-30 

Poor-Good (Backward G 

R-1 9 Good-Fine 



in AUG 1 UK i ) 


***** 

* * * 

* * * 

* * 


RAY SMITH c/o THE COPPERHEAD P.C 

'. Box 32145 Euclid, Ohio 44132 

FOR SALE; Colonials 





1787 New Jersey M-46E VF20/18 


1 789 

Mott Token VF20 weakly 

Strong 87s, no problems 

$95. 


struck, thin flan. 


1786 New Jersey M-1 4J VF20 



engrailed edge, almost 

strong date, sm.clip at 9:00 K 

105. 


full lettering 

$1 70. 

1787 Fugio K-9P VF20 

225. 

1 795 

Geo. Washington Liberty 

1787 Fugio K-1 8-H VF20 

260. 


& Sec. penny, holed at 




12:00 K choice XF40 

100. 

Half Cents 





1 795 C-6a VG8 porous 

$95. 

1 825 

C— 2 XF45 

95. 

1797 C-1 FI 8/6+ faintly por. 


1 835 

C-1 Ch. EF45 

60. 

almost full rims 

205. 

1 833 

C-1 Ch. AU50 

78. 

1804 C— 1 0 VF20 no problems 

58. 

1 851 

C-1 XF40 

50. 

C-6 VF20 final die state 

80. 




1807 C-1 Ch.EF45 few It.mks. 

100. 




Larqe Cents 





1794 S-29 Ch.F18 weak date 

$1 85. 

1 81 1 

S— 287 dark, VF2-/25 

$100. 

1798 S-1 73 Electro CH.45 

75. 

1 81 2 

S-290 FI 2 

38. 

1803 S-256 faintly por. FI 8 

42. 

1 821 

N-2 FI 2 

55. 

1805 S-267 faintly por. VF20 

48. 

1 823 

N-2 VG10+/15 

55. 

1806 S-270 FI 2/1 5 

55. 

1823/2 N— 1 G6 

45 . 

S-270 FI 2 porous 

50. 

1 857 

N-4 XF45 cleaned 

60. 

1 808 S— 278 G4 

32. 


N-4 Ch.AU55 some 





red obv. 

85. 

* * * * * 

* * * 

* * * 

* * 
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MICHAEL W. McNANEY 2042 Bay Leaf Drive Durham, NC 27712 

MAIL BID 

Catalogue described and/or PNG graded cents now with EAC certificates. The 
history of each coin followed by EAC descriptions are offered for your 
consideration and bid . Winners to be notified by 2/10/85. Postage and 
registered mail expense to be added. SASE for copies of certificates. 

Lot 1 . 1808 S-277 The George Hatie collection by Bowers & Merena 

8/1983. Lot 289 described as VF30 EAC- sharpness 20. Deductions: obv. 
scrs. Grade 15. 

Lot 2 . 1811 S— 287 Purchased direct from Delaware Valley Stamp & Coin 

Co. May, 1983. PNG member sold at VF20 EAC-sharpness 15. Deductions: 
cleaned and recolored. Grade 12. 

Lot 3 . 1812 S-289 The George Hatie Coll, by Bowers & Merena Aug. 1983 

Lot 294 described as VF30 EAC-sharpness 15. Deductions: clnd 7 recol’rd 
Gr . 12. 

Lot 4 . 1812 S-290 Purchased direct from Stack’s - 2/1983 PNG member 

sold at VF20. EAC-sharpness 25. Deductions: burnished, with ascr. along 
lower line of bust. Grade 15. 

Lot 5 . 1812 S-291 The Collections of Arthur Sipe and Everett W. Ness by 

Bowers & Merena 1/19/84. Lot 480 described as VF30. EAC-sharpness 35. 
Deductions: Obv. and rev. scrs., cleaned and recolored. Grade 20. 

Lot 6 . 1814 S-294 The GENA Auction 1983 by Kagins 10/1983. Lot 1082 

described as EF45. EAC-sharpness 40. Deductions: uniformly fine porous. 
Grade 25 . 

Lot 7 . 1814 S-295 The Helwig Coll, by Bowers & Ruddy 2/1979 Lot 1553 

described as VF30. EAC-sharpness 15. Deductions: none. Grade 15. A 
superb Fine . 

Lot 8 . 1809 S-280 The Gainesborough coll, by Quality Sales 9/1980. 

Lot 24 described as about VF25. EAC-sharpness 20. Deductions: none. 

Grade 20. A nice coin. 

Lot 9 . 1812 S-288 Purchased direct from Jack Beymer, and I think he is 

on the money at VF30. It certainly surpasses the above VF30 coins. No EAC. 

Lot 1 0 . 1813 S-293 Also purchased from Jack directly and I think that his 

VF30 on this coin is right on the money. No EAC. 

Lot 1 1 . 1813 S-292 The Garrett Coll . by Bowers & Ruddy 1 1 /I 979. Their 

description on Lot 127 was VF30. EAC-sharpness 25. Deductions: none. 

Grade 25. Only a real handsome bid will pry this coin loose. I am giving up a 
good copper, but this coin is part of history. 


GLENN ICKLER 105 Leland Farm Road Ashland, MA 01721 

CONNECTICUT CENTS (attributed by Miller number): 


1785 Bust right (M5.1-F.5) (R4) G 

1786 Mailed bust left (M5.4-0.1) (R2) 

flaws and small spot verdigris) 

1 787 Draped bust left (Ml 9-g4) (R3) 

1787 Draped bust left (M33.7-r.2) 

1787 Draped bust left (M33.19-Z.1) 

1787 Draped bust left (M33.19-Z.2) (R 


$30. 

VG (fine detail but obv. planchet 
$30. 

F (light scr. obv.; rim nick rev.) $40. 
G clean, perfect planchet $20. 

G planchet flaw. It. scr. obv. $10. 
G very clean $20. 


LARGE CENT: 1 839 Silly Head, clean, attractive VF-30 $45. 
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THE COLLECTORS CAB I MET 



JACK AND MARK BORCKARD 

T 


1016 TIFFIN AVE. 



EAC# 312 AND 1141 



FINDLAY, OHIO 45840 






(419) 422-7592 


FULL. 30 DAY RETURN PRIVILEGE 







1796 

S— 97 AG 3 SLIGHTLY 



HALF CENTS 



P 0 R 0 U S S U R F A C E S 

30 . 00 

1 794 

C—2A VG8/AG3 LIGHT- 


1796 

S— 98 A 63 SLIGHT OBV, 



POROSITY 

2 1 0 „ 00 


ROUGHNESS AT K3 

95 , 00 

1.797 

C~1 SHATTERED OBVERSE 


1 796 

S-10.1 AG 3 CLEAN 

99 , 00 


DIE, F12/AG3 DUE TO 


1796 

S-108 F 15 IN DETAIL, 



WEAK STRIKING 

295 . 00 


BUT ROUGH SURFACES 

225, 00 

1803 

C— 4 VG8/8 POROUS 

30. 00 

1 796 

S-110 FR2 

1 9 , 00 

1 804 

C— 13 VG7/G6 

30 . 00 

1 796 

8-112 G4/AG3 LIGHT 


1 807 

C-l FI 5 NICE SURFACES 

45 . 00 


P I TT I NO 

1 25 „ 00 

1 8 1 0 

C-l VG8/7 

34 , 00 

1 797 

8-128 FI 5 LIGHT- 


1 8 1 1 

C— 2 65/4 BETTER THAN 



SURFACE GRANULARITY 

1 60 , 00 


USUAL SURFACES FOR 


1 800 

S— 209 FI 5 VERY LIGHT 



THIS DATE 

77 . 00 


SURFACE GRANULAR I TY 

1 60 „ 00 

1826 

C-l FI 5 

30 . 00 

1 802 

S— 234 VF30 BUT WITH 


1 829 

C-l VF20 NICELY 



REDDISH COLOR AMD 



RECOLORED 

35 . 00 


MODERATE ROUGHNESS 

260, 00 

1835 

C-l EF45 

60. 00 

1804 

S— 266 NO RIM BREAKS 


1849 

C-l VG8 

40 . 00 


VG8/7 CLEAN SURFACES 

725, 00 

1 850 

C-l AU55 

1 85 00 

1 805 

S— 268 FI 5 MODERATE 


1 85 1 

C-l AU55 

I 75 . 00 


ROUGHNESS 

1 1 0 . 00 

1854 

C-l AU55 

175. 00 

1 807 

S-276 FI 2 LIGHT 


1 855 

C-l AU55 

1 75 , 00 


SURFACE ROUGHNESS 

85 , 00 




1 809 

5—280 FI 5 VERY NICE 



LARGE. CENTS 



CLEAN SURFACES 

325 . 00 

1793 

CHA I N ,, GRADE : COMPLETE 


1810/09 S— 281 VF20 VERY 



CHAIN, NO DAMAGE 

600. 00 


5L I GHT GRANULAR I TY 

225, 00 

1793 

S--5 VG8 DETAIL, WEAK 


. 1 . 8 1 0 

S— 283 F1.2 VERY LIGHT 



DATE, SEVERAL RIM BRUISES, 


OBVERSE ROUGHNESS 

75. 00 


AND LIGHT PITTING 

525 « 00 

;l 8 1 1 / 0 S — 2 8 6 G 6 S LJ R F A C E 8 


1794 

S— 22 VG10 SURFACE 



BETTER THAN NORMAL FOR 



ROUGHNESS 

1 75 . 00 


THIS DATE 

65. 00 

1 795 

S 74 6-5 CLEANED LONG 


181 1 

S— 287 FI 2 NORMAL- 



AGO, NICE COIN 

1 50 00 


SURFACES FOR THE DATE 

1 40 . 00 

1796 

S--8.1 F 1 5 MODERATE 


1. 8 1 2 

S— 289 VF20 THE COIN HA 

S 


P I TT I MG 

125. 00 


ONE OLD OBVERSE SCRATCH 

1796 

S— 82 G5 LIGHT ROUGHNESS 

'l 


AND SLIGHTLY GRANULAR 



OLD ORANGE STAINING 

1 40 . 00 


SURFACES, 

2 1 5 . 00 

1796 

S-83 VG 10/66 LIGHT OBV. 


1814 

S— 294 FI 2 LIGHT 



ROUGHNESS, HEAVY REV, 



FORDS I TY 

75, 00 


ROUGHNESS 

1 50 . 00 




1796 

S-94 VG 1 0 OBV, CLEAN, 


SHOW 

-3 s 1/24-26/85 NASC LOS 

ANGELES 


REV. LIGHT PITTING 

265. 00 


1 / 3 1 -2 / 3 / 85 LONG BEACH 

1796 

S— 85 AG 3 TYPICAL 



(NO TABLE) 



SURFACES 

1 45 » 00 


2/7- 1 0/85 PLYMOUTH , 

MI 

1 796 

S— 87 G4 CLEAN SURFACES 

1 80 00 


2 /. 1 5- 1 7 / 85 CHARLOTTE 

, NO 

1 796 

8-89 EX DR. FRENCH #104 



2/23-24/85 ST, LOUIS 

,, MO 


RUBY SALE LOT #425 AS 
VG-8 WITH RUBY SALE 
ENVELOPE 450.00 

1796 S— 89 VG8 VERY CLEAN 260.00 

1796 S— 91 FI 2 FEW LIGHT 

SURFACE MARKS , OTHER- 
WISE CLEAN 350 . 00 


3 / 1 4- 1 7 / 85 DAYTON , OH 

WE HAVE JUST ISSUED OUR LATEST 
PRICE LIST FEATURING A NICE 
SELECTION OF U „ S . COPPER AND 
SILVER COINS, SENT FREE UPON 
REQUEST „ 
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DICK PUNCHARD 8600 Queen Avenue South Minneapolis, Minn. 55431 



u.s. 

LARGE CENTS - 

For Sale: 



( 612 ) 888 

-1079 

1 794 

S 

-26 VF 20 

Dark olive brown 

, early die state 

$500. 


S 

-62 VG7 

Light brown 

, late 

die state 

190. 

1 797 

S 

-143 G 6 

Medium brown 



1 75. 

1798 

s- 

-187 G4 

Very late die state 


35. 




****** 

* * * 

* * 

* * 


JIM 

CASSIDY 

Box 684 



Largo, Florida 

33540 

1 793 

S -8 

VG-Fr. Obv. many Please 

include $ 2.00 postage, thank you. 

small pockmarks, rev. pits 

$350.00 

1835 

N-5 

Good 

$7.00 

1822 

N-3 

Good 4 dark 

6.30 

1837 

N-7- 

8 Abt. VG cleaned 

6.00 

1 824 

N -2 

Fine small pitting 

19.50 

1837 

N— 9 

Very Good 

6.50 

1 826 

N-7 

Good small pit * 

3 6.00 

1838 

N-4 

Very Good dirty 

6.30 

1 828 

N-1 0 

G-4 dig on face 

5.50 

1838 

N -8 

VG fine porosity 

6.50 

1831 

N -6 

VG Very porous 

4.00 

1841 

N -6 

VG cleaned 

7.50 

1832 

N-1 

Good 

7.00 

1 844 

N-1 

Fine, clnd, dark fields 6.25 

1833 

N-3 

Fine, few dings, porous 7.00 

1851 

N— 1 2 Very Good 

6.50 

1834 

N-2 

VG 

7.70 

1 854 

N— 23 

VG 8 

6.50 


************* 


WILLIAM A. WEIMER 2327 Northern Hills Court, NE Rochester, MN 55904 
CATALOGUES FOR SALE: 

A-Mark: Admiral Bitler collection; 3/17/73; 253 large cent lots; plates. $15. 
French's: Colvin collection, MAN A sale; 10/19/62; 258 large cent lots; 

plates included. 15 . 

Lyman Low: Bastow collection; 10/20/02; 77 lots of half cents and 

large cents . 17 . 

J. C. Morgenthau: Howard R. Newcomb collection. Part I; 487 large 

cent lots; nice plates; 2 / 7 - 8 / 45 . 45 . 

Numismatic Gallery: Oscar Pearl collection; 1944 fixed price list; 

479 large cent lots; bound with the Crosby and Chapman 
references on 1793 and 1794 cents; plates. 20. 

NY-NJ Auction Sales: 3/13/59 sale. 1 79 large cent lots . 15 . 

************* 

JOHN C. HOYLER 4005 Small Boat Court Louisville, KY 40229 

WANTED: Large cents, lots, partial collection, duplicates, multiples. 

I am trying to teach myself attributing. I also need a used copy of Newcomb and 
Jules Reiver’s book on the Mature Heads. Write, telephone (502) 968-7203 after 
6 P . M. EST , or ship with prices or- for my offer. 

************* 

PAT CUNNINGHAM 2500-A Skyland Drive Atlanta, GA 30319 

FOR SALE: 1794 S -22 large cent VG8/AG3 R1 $120. 

This coin has a nice planchet and a good color. There is one tiny old nick 
on the jaw and in the hair behind the ear. 

I************* 
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Pete Smith 


2424 4 til Street N. E. 


Minneapolis, MM 55413 


LARGE CENTS FOR SALE OR TRADE - SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


1794 

S25 

G5 

R4 

Nice Brown 

$100 

1824 

M3 

VF20 

R3 

Dark Grey 

$60 

1794 

S30 

VG8 

R1 

Smooth Surf 

$120 

1827 

N2 

VF20 

R3 

Nice C St S 

$50 


(My first 1794 

Circa 1965) 


1827 

N9 

VG8 

R4 

Nice for Grade 

$30 

1794 

S55 

G6 

R3 

Rough Surfcice 

$80 

1828 

ML 

FI 5 

R 2 

Nice Brown 

$25 

1794 

S57 

G4 

R1 

Rough VG8 

$60 

1828 

N6 

VF20 

RL 

Nice C & S 

$30 

1794 

S69 

VG8 

R3 

Very Nice 

$180 

1828 

Nil 

VF20 

R2 

Once Cleaned 

$20 

1795 

S77 

G6 

R4 

Rough Spots 

$120 

1828 

N9 

G4 

R4+ 

Nice for Grade 

$15 

1796 

S81 

G6/4 

R3 

Dark Grey 

$100 

1829 

N3 

FI 2 

R4 

State III 

$30 

1796 

S87 

VG8 

R3 

Fine Porosity 

$150 

1829 

N6 

VF20 

RL 

Granularity 

$25 

1797 

S136 

G4 

R3 

Late State 

$45 

1830 

Ml 

FI 5 

Rl 

Granularity 

$15 

1798 

S186 

G4 

R3 

Cracked Rev 

$25 

1830 

N4 

FI 2 

Rl 

Nice C & S 

$15 

1800 

S192 

G6 

R3 

Granularity 

$30 

1831 

N5 

’oO 

R4 

Nice for Grade 

$35 

1800 

S205 

AG3 

R4 

Rough Obverse 

$20 

1831 

No 

FI 5 

Rl 

Dark Brown 

$15 

1802 

S239 

G5 

R3 

Cracked Obv 

$25 

1831 

N6 

VF20 

Rl 

Fine Porosity 

$18 

1803 

S243 

G4 

R3 

Rough VG8 

$25 

1831 

N9 

VF20 

R3 

Nice C St S 

$30 

1803 

S244 

VG8 

R4 

Rough Spots 

$40 

1831 

ML 4 

G4 

R5 

Dented Edge 

$40 

1803 

S250 

G4 

P3 

Granularity 

$15 

1833 

N5 

VF25 

Rl 

Nice C St S 

$40 

1803 

S251 

G6 

R2 

Porosity 

$15 

1834 

N1 

VF25 

Rl 

Nice C St S 

$40 

1807 

S271 

G4 

Rl 

Comet Variety 

$25 

1834 

N3 . ! 

5 VF20 

Rl 

Fine Porosity 

$30 

1809 

S280 

F15 

R2 

EX ITASCA 

$275 

1834 

N6 

F15 

R3 

Nice C St S 

$30 

MATHEW 

BRYAN Sale 11-77 Lot 148 

1837 

Ml 

VF20 

R2 

Medium Brown 

$25 

1810 

S282 

VG8 

R2 

Nice for Grade $45 

1837 

N4 

FI 2 

R3 


$18 

1812 

S290 

VF20 

Rl 

Fine Porosity 

$150 

1837 

N5 

FI 2 

R2 

Nice C St S 

$15 

1812 

S291 

VF20 

R2 

Fine Porosity 

$180 

1837 

ML 2 

VF20 

R3+ 

Medium Brown 

$30 

1814 

S295 

VF20 

Rl 

Dark Brown 

$200 

1837 

ML 7 

W20 

R4+ 

Fine Porosity 

$30 







1838 

ml 

FI 5 

Rl 


$20 

1816 

N5 

VF20 

R3 

Nice C & S 

$50 

1838 

N2 

FI 5 

R2 

Nice C & S 

$15 

1817 

N5 

F15 

R4 

Dark Grey 

$30 

1838 

N4 

VF20 

Rl 

Nice C St S 

$25 

1817 

N9 

W30 

R2 

Once Cleaned 

$30 

1838 

N9 

VG10 

R3+ Fine Porosity 

$20 

1817 

N12 

G6 

R4 


$20 

1838 

ML 3 

G6 


Nil W/CUD 

$30 

1819 

N6 

F12 

Rl 

Dull 

$15 

1839 

N3 

VF30 

R2+ 

Dark Brown 

$52 

1820 

N2 

W20 

R2 

Fine Porosity 

$30 

1839 

N5 

FI 2 

Rl 

Nice Surface 

$15 

1820 

N15 

F15 

R2 

Dull 

$20 

1839 

N14 

VF20 

R3+ 

FAIRFIELD #945 

$45 

1822 

N1 

VG8 

R4 

Dark Brown 

$25 


ex : 

L982 EAC AUCTION Lot 375 


CHOICE AT 

$6 EACH: 

16N7 G6; 16N9 

G4; 20N11 G4; 33N3 

G6; 35N5 G4; 39N14 G4 



CHOICE AT $10 EACH: 20N10 VG8; 28N2 G5; 30N2 VG8; 31N12 VG8; 37M2 VG8; 39N9 VG8 


CHOICE AT $12 EACH: 17 N3 F12; 18N3 VG8; 19N9B F12; 22N10 F12; 22N11 F12; 

25N9 VG10 ; 27N4 G6; 32N1 F12; 32N3 F12; 33143 F12; 39N2 F12; 39ML1 F12 

CHOICE AT $15 EACH; 26N6 VG1G; 27N1 F12; 28N10 VG10; 30N2 F12; 31M1 F12 

WANTED, ANY CONDITION: S7, S15, S16, S27, S33, S34, S35, S37, S39, S40, S45, 
S48, S50 , S52, S53, S66, S79, S30, S90, S96, S107, S119, S125, S156, S180, 
S198, S210, S217, S218, 18N4, 22N9, 22N13 , 22N14, 27N12, 29H9, 30N9, 3010.1, 
34N7, 35N18, 35N19, 38N15, 38ML6, 39N12, 39N15. 

WANTED, G4 TO F12 : S2, S12, S54, S58, S92, S95, Sill, S117, S123, S129, S145, 
S146, S149, S177, S178, S183, S189, S264, S272. 

WANTED, VF20 TO XF40: MOST TURBAN CENTS 1808-1814 
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CHUCK HECK 1 623 Washington Avenue Bohemia, NV 11716 

(516) 589-6007 


1816 

N-3 

R5 

2 sm.obv.cuts G 

$40. 

1824 

N-1 

R2 

decent — VG $20 


N— 9 

R4 

nice clean bwn . F 

25. 


N— 5 

R5 

nice bm.VG but 


1817 

N-1 7 

R5 

ex Dan Holmes, nice 





has old obv.scr. 

40 




clean brown G 

40. 

1825 

N-1 

R4+ 

very nice bm . F 

55 

1818 

N-2 

R5 

crack 'UNITED S' 


1826 

N— 7 

R1 

nice It.bm. but 





minor porosity 





some small rim 





sharp VF 

175. 




dents 

10 

1819 

N-1 

R1 

nice clean overdate 


1827 

N— 9 

R4 

nice bm.~ 





VF 

40. 




strong VF 

60 

1820 

N-1 

R1 

nice coin F 

30. 


N— 9 

R4 

dk.bm. - strong 



N-1 

R1 

choice - VF 

50. 




VF but some rev, 

i 


N-2 

R2 

minor porosity VG 

10. 




granularity 

50 


N— 9 

R3 

sharper than Starr II 

1830 

N-2 

R2 

nice VG 

15 




sale coin, same 



N— 4 

R1 

nice F, but some 





dark color — but 





sm. rim dents 

20 




I'll keep the Starr 



N— 6 

R4 

pleasing dark 





coin as it is ex Dr. 





VG-F 

45 




Sheldon VF nice 

175. 

1833 

N-3 

R1 

cho ice F-VF 

25 


N-1 1 

R3 

very nice - VF 

50. 

1834 

N— 5 

R5 

ex J. Wright, 



N-1 3 

R1 

pleasing bwn - F 

30. 




J . Dillon AG 

30 






1835 

N-2 

R3+ 

choice VG— F 

30 






1837 

N-3 

R1 

pretty brown VF 

25 







N— 5 

R2 

lot 1 760 Starr II 



sale ex Henry 
Chapman, very 
choice brown VF 70. 

************* 


BRUCE A. TUCKER 


P. O. Box 43624 


LARGE CENTS: For Sale - 
1822 N-2 R3 XF45 choice, with nice color and surfaces 
1849 Possibly N-1 1 VF20 

1855 N— 7 R2 MS60+/63 excellent strike, much mint red present, 

AN ADS papers 

************* 


Birmingham, AL 35243 
(205) 967-6053 


$1 55. 

12 . 

340. 


WAYNE WYCKOFF DeMott Drive, R.D. 2 White House Station, NJ 08889 
FOR SALE: 

EA3 ANTHOLOGY - new $30. Lapp-Silberman book read once $25. 


1799 electro about VF - a bit dark 50.; about XF - with wrong rev. 115. 

1809 S-280 VF/XF+ some lacquer both sides 450. 

1836 N— 4 dark, reverse 180° rotated! 425. 

N— 6 State 1 1 Unc. 3 minute rim dings on edge 200. 

1857 N— 1 AG— G 30. 

Hard Times token Low 284 G-VG reverse 90° rotated 20. 
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JACK H. ROBINSON P .0 . BOX 564 VIENNA, VIRGINIA 22.180 703 281 0858 

THERE WILL BE ANOTHER copper auction 


★by McLaughlin & robinson at lanham, Maryland, February 16, i 985 

★★the cataloging, attributing and grading will be done by JACK ROBINSON. 

***THE GRADING WILL BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH STRICT EAC STANDARDS! 

★★★★THERE WILL BE COLONIAL, MANY HALF CENTS & HUNDREDS OF LARGE CENTS!!! 

Many of you missed the Sale held at Cincinnati in September 1984. If 
you have a serious interest in Early American Copoer, you shouldn't miss 
this sale. If yon have any questions at all - Just give me a call! 

We already have a decent number of CONSIGNMENTS, but we will be ACCEPTING 
ADDITIONAL CONSIGNMENTS until JANUARY 25, 1985. Catalogs will be mailed 

to clients on my/our mailing list on January 30 - so the cut-off date is 
an absolute!! Consignment Commission rates for EAC members will be 8%. 

Prior to the Copper oortion of the Auction, there will be a session 
selling the Leidman Paper Collection - The Finest Collection of Currency 
of The District of Columbia EVER FORMED, including Obsolete Bank Notes, 
Proofs and Sheets from Alexandria, Anacostia, Georgetown & Wash, D.C. 

There will be two sessions of significant material offered by Mid-American 
Rare Coin Auctions, Inc. - the first on Friday 2/15, the second on 
Saturday 2/16 - both evening sessions. 

I have decided to delay the Late Date and Half Cent publication of COR 
for about 30 days, until early February - just after the Long Beach Show. 
Just too many difficult areas, but substantial progress has been made, 
and I am interested in the over-all quality of the content of COR. It 
will never be "right", and some areas need "smoothinq out". This takes 
a lot of time and COR is intended to be useful, not just "garbage". 

The Subscription is $20, and will include the final consolidated COR 
that should be completed in late February/ear lv March. A little later 
than originally planned, but not too bad - considering..... 

The Gradino Committee is expecting to meet at the EAC Annual meeting 
in April. Coins sent to the ■ Comm i tt ee will be returned about April 22. 
Questions are cheerfully answered at no charge. The fees, which include 
confirmation of attribution, grading, the certificate and postage, are? 

COIN VALUE FEE 


$ 0 - 2 00 
201- 500 
501-1500 
OVER 1500 


$ 7.50 

I 0 . 00 
15.00 

1% OF VALUE PER COR TO A MAXIMUM OF $50.00 
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CHRIS VICTOR McCAWLEY 


P . O . Box 406 


Chandler, OK 74834 
(405) 258-0681 


If you are building a collection of Early Copper, you should be receiving my 
monthly price list. It contains an average 16 pages of Colonials, half cents, 
large cents. Hard Times tokens and Civil War tokens. A broad range of material 
is offered in all grades and price ranges. All coins are accurately attributed, 
fairly priced, strictly graded, and guaranteed to meet ANACS standards. More 
important to you, the collector, each coin is guaranteed to meet your standards. 

I will be happy to send a free copy of my current list to any EAC member who 


requests one . 




SPECIAL 

TO EAC 

MEMBERS - Green's HALF CENT ENCYCLOPEDIA 

$47.50 postpaid. 

denis w. 

LORING 


P.O. Box 363 New York, NY 10101 

1 793 

S-1 0 

G4 

everything visible 

$350. 

1 797 

S-135 

MS 63 

huck red, struck on a planchet that 
was slightly out of round 

3,500. 

1 799 

S-1 89 

AG3 

just wear 

225. 

1 800 

S-203 

XF45 

CC4-5, ex REN 518 

1 , 200 . 

1 802 

S— 226 

MS 60 

CC4— 6, ex REN 541 

2,250. 

1 823 

re -strike 

MS63 

some original red, lovely surfaces 

475. 


And just in case anybody out there collects them, two rare date quarters 
(don't ask me how I got them) 

1901-S 25$ Full rim G6 

1 923-S 25$ XF sharpness, but with scratches and edge nicks 

************* 


850. 

75. 


RICHARD W„ MOORE 
Nova Eborac 


55 Pond Road 


Babylon, NY 11702 

1787 Nova Eborac G or better $24. 

1783 Georgius Triumpho G or better 22. 

Collection of C/S coins: 1 Nova Const. 2^$; 14 large cents; 11 Indians; 

2-2$; 1 shield; 3 Lib. 5$; 2 seated 10$; 2 Barber 50$; 1 Walking 50$; 
3 Lincoln; 1 Mercury; 1 Canadian large cent, and 1 French 

$140. for all. 

********* 


* * * * 


JOHN GRIFFIN P.O. Box 2601 9 

COLONIALS - For Sale: 


Roper 84 
Roper 115 
Roper 1 59 


1722 Rosa penny, UTILE, very choice XF+, obv. doubling; 

1723 Hibernia farthing, 25% faded red; sharp AU. Superb; 

1760 "VOOE" Populi, XF+. Better than RED BOOK plate? 

1783 Washington LMB. Sharp XF-AU, 25% faded red 
1787 (ca 1 860) Fugio, New Haven restrike, copper AU55 
1794 Franklin Press, XF with trace of red. Small clip 7:00 

The above all have excellent surfaces and color. 
WASHINGTONS: (Just ordinary, decent VF's) Large military bust 
Small Eagle $215.; and Double Head $90. 

************* 


Denver, CO 80226 
(303) 986-0767 

$425. 
275. 
315. 

1 95. 


1 75. 
160. 


$70. 
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Steve Ellsworth 

1059 East South Temple Salt Lake 

i City, UT 

84102 

(801 )364-6422 

AUA 

Rll 

4580 EAC 1901 




For Sale: 








Colonials 

1723 Hibernia 

half penny 


VG-10 $ 35.00 


1783 Nooa Constellatio Blunt Rays 


VG- 8 

45.00 

Halt-Cents 

1797 

C- 1 

/above/ 

R-2 

G- 6 

$165.00 


1803 

C- 1 




G- 6 

35.00 


1804 

C- 2 

cross 4/stems strong date 


AG- 3 

28.00 


1804 

C-l 3 

plain 4/stemless 


VG- 8 

65.00 


1806 

C- 1 

sm 

. 6/stemless 


G- 4 

29.00 


1806 

C- 1 

sm 

. 6/stemless rotated reverse 

F-l 2 

60.00 


1806 

C- 1 

sm 

. 6/stemless 


VF-30 

75.00 


1807 

C- 1 



R-2 

VG- 8 

32.00 


1808 

C- 3 

pitted rotated reverse 


VG- 8 

30.00 


1808 

C- 3 

strong strike 


VG-10 

35.00 


1810 

C- 1 

smal 1 rim chi p 

R-2 

VG- 8 

22.00 


1811 

C- 2 

shattered obv. die 

R-3 

VG- 8 

95.00 


1826 

C- 1 




XF-45 

65.00 


1828 

C- 3 

13 

stars 


AU-50 

110.00 


1829 

C- 1 




VF-20 

45.00 


1832 

C- 3 




XF-40 

95.00 


1833 

C- 1 




XF-40 

85.00 


1844 

C- 1 




AU-50 

130.00 


1849 

C- 1 

Lg 

. date cleaned 

R-2 

VF-30 

25.00 


1851 

C- 1 




VF-20 

40.00 


1851 

C- 1 




VF-25 

50.00 


1851 

C- 1 

some mint luster 


AU-55 

145.00 


1853 

C- 1 

1 ightly cleaned 


AU-55 

115.00 


1854 

C- 1 




VF-25 

38.00 


1855 

C- 1 




XF-40 

65.00 

Large Cents 

1796 

? 


lib cap. 

G' 

-4/F- 2 

$95.00 


1798 

? 


style 2 hair sm. 8 curled R 

G- 4 

20.00 


1798/7 

S-192 



G- 6 

35.00 


1800/79 S - 1 9 7 

style 2 hair 


VG- 8 

55.00 


1802 

? 




AG- 3 

8.00 


1803 

? 


sm. date / frac. 


AG- 3 

8.00 


1803 

S-243 

sm. date / large frac. 

R-3 

VG-10 

45.00 


1807/6 

S-273 

pointed 1 


G- 4 

30.00 


1809 

S-280 


R-3 

VG- 8 

85.00 


1810 

? 


date barely readable 


Fr- 2 

7.00 


1810/9 

S-281 



VG-10 

60.00 


1811 

S-287 


R-2 

G- 4 

40.00 


1814 

S-295 

plain 4 


VG- 8 

60.00 


1819/8 

N-l 




G- 6 

10.00 


1820 



sm. date 


F-l 2 

12.00 


1824 



normal date 


G- 4 

8.00 


1824 



normal date 


VG- 8 

12.00 


1829 

N-6 


lg. It. 


VF-20 

20.00 


1831 

N-6 


lg. It It. pitted 


F-l 2 

30.00 


1833 

N-6 




VG- 8 

10.00 


1837 

N-7 


pi. cord. m. It. 


VF-30 

105.00 
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1837 

N-9 

head of 38 

VF-25 

25.00 

1839 


head of 38 

AG- 3 

7.00 

1839 


bobby head 

G- 4 

15.00 

1840 

N-2 

pointed 4 sml 8 ov. lg. 1 8 

G- 4 

17.00 

1840 

N-6 


VG- 8 

20.00 

1842 

N-3 


VF-20 

20.00 

1843 

N-l 

sm. date 

VF-20 

20.00 

1843 

N-3 

lg. date sm. rim bruse 

VG- 8 

18.00 

1843 

N-3 

petete head 

VG- 1 0 

25.00 

1843 

N-3 

petete head 

VF-25 

60.00 

1846 


sm. date 

F-l 2 

12.00 

1848 

? 

strong date 

AG- 3 

7.00 

1848 

N-7 


XF-45 

70.00 

1853 



AG- 3 

7.00 

1855 


slant. 5 krob on ear flawless 

XF-40 

70.00 

1857 

N-l 


VF-35 

50.00 


Add $2 postage for orders under $50. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mid-American Rare Coin Auctions, Inc. is pleased to announce 
that catalogues are now available for its upcoming "Capitol City 
Sale" to be held in conjunction with McLaughlin & Robinson Coins, 
Inc. and the Suburban Washington, D.C. coin show. The dates of 
the sale are February 15th and 16th; the sale is to be held at the 
Sheraton Inn in Lanham (New Carrollton), Maryland. Of particular 
interest to EAC members will be a nice group of early American 
copper coins. Highlighting the Colonial section will be a Mint 
State Noe 17 Pine Tree Shilling, a blazing red Fugio Restrike, 
several important Baker items in the Washington series, and the 
actual woodcut used to print the obverse of the 1792 Half Disme in 
Crosby's EARLY COINS OF AMERICA. Most of the other Colonial types 
are represented by high grade examples and/or rare varieties. The 
Half Cent section includes a short run of nice collectible 
examples. Featured in the Large Cent section will be no less than 
forty-five examples attributed to Sheldon and ten examples 
attributed to Newcomb. The Sheldon series includes a Good Chain 
Cent, four 1793 Wreath Cents (one is an Extremely Fine S-9), a 
Very Fine S-120a, a Condition Census S-151, an overstruck brockage 
1798 S-170, a Condition Census S-201, and examples of the S-235, 

S-248, and 1804 S-266 (among others). The lowest grade in the 

Newcomb series is Choice Uncirculated (63/63), indicating the 
quality of that section. An incredible array of ancient coins and 
United States rarities will also be offered. EAC members are 
invited to send for a free copy of our "Classic format" catalogue. 
Write Ron Guth at Mid-American Rare Coin Auctions, Inc., #6 Chevy 
Chase Place, Lexington, Kentucy 40502 or call 1-800-223-5954 to 
reserve your copy today! 
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ROD BURRESS 


9743 Le acre st 


Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 


FOR SALE: 

#4 Soft jeweler’s brush $6. each 
Jeweler's tissue 4x4 inch Box of 1 ,000 sheets $6. 

Xylol - 4 oz. bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips 
Wooden stick Q-tips $4.00 per 500 

Care - coin conditioner 2 oz. bottle 
Heavy Duty 28 lb. 2x2 coin envelopes colors WHITE or GRAY 
Box of 500 $7.40 Specify color desired. Send SASE for sample. 

Sulfur ointment 10% 1+oz. jar $2.00 


250 sheets $2. 
$2.50 

$7.50 per 1 ,000 
$1 .90 


Rarity rating and Condition Census update of cents of 1 793-1 81 4 
(from P-W 1979-1 980 revision by Denis Loring) .... 33 pgs. 
Attribution guides for Matron Head Cents 181 6-35 .... 27 pgs. 

Add $1 .65 per order for shipping. Shipment by UPS - you must 
give a street address, not deliverable to P.O. Box number. 


$2.65 

$2.45 


JOHN E. HIGGINS c/o Higgins Gallery of Rare Coins, Inc, 

Square, Hyannis, MA 02601 


Free price list of U.S. half cents. 


Want lists filled, 


1 1 E Sherman 
(617) 771-7772 


JOEL W. SPINGARN 1535 Forest Avenue Baldwin, NY 11510 

Sheldon- "Penny Whimsy" $26. Maris- "Coins of NJ" $12 

Newcomb-"U.S . Copper Cents 1 81 6-57" 36. Millei — "State Coinage of Conn . " 20 

Loring- "Varieties of U.S. L/C 26. Nelson-"Coinage of Wm .Wood" 5 

Kessler- "The Fug io Cents" 15. Ryder- "Colonial Coins of VT" 8 

Cohen— "Amer. Half Cents" 2nd ed. 26. Ryder— "Copper Coins of Mass." 5 

Crosby- "Early Coins of Amer. " 36. Adams- "U . S . Store Cards" 10 

Durst- "EAC Anthology" 36. Fuld- "Guide to Civil War Store 

Durst- "Comprehensive Guide to Cards" 40 

Amer. Colonial Coinage" 15 . Adams- "Plates of Low HTT" 16 


Shipping charge - $2. for 1st book, plus $ .50 for each additional book, sent 
UPS. Please supply street address - no box number. 

************* 

PAT CUNNINGHAM 2500-A Skyland Drive Atlanta, GA 30319 

WANTED TO BUY: 1801 S— 21 9 3 errors in AG— G Light verdigris, 
a little porosity, and minor corrosion OK. No damage. Paying $18. 
each. Buying culls for $11 . each. Date and 3 errors must show 
in each case. Write or ship. 


************* 
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Artesia, CA 90701 


(213) 865-9656 


JACK GOETZ P.O. Box 821 

Large Cents - FOR SALE: 


1 794 

S-42 

XF (by wear) heavily 

1810 

S-282 

F (by wear) heavy 



pitted 

$300. 



porosity 

$30. 

1 798 

S-184 

F po ro us 

70. 

1 81 1 /0 S— 286 

AG-G 

40. 

1802 

S— 225 

AG 

1 6. 

1 813 

S— 292 

G porous 

18. 


S— 229 

VG porous 

30. 


S— 292 

VF (by wear) dark 

1 803 

S— 250 

G 

25. 



and very porous 

40. 

1 809 

S— 280 

G 

25. 

1 81 4 

S— 295 

VG scrs. into 








Cap 

30. 



* 

***** 

* * * 

* * * * 



EUGENE STERN LIGHT 161 

NE 38th St 

. , #6A 

Ft 

. Lauderdale, FL 

33334 


Half Cents: - 




(305) 56G 

S-8465 

1 806 

Large 6 

, stems VG8 

$25. 

1 835 

AU55 


$135. 

1 81 1 

VG8 


80. 

1 853 

AU55 


135. 


Large Cents: - 






1795 

S-76 

G6/AG3 

$85. 

1 802 

S-237 

VF20 

$190. 


S-78 

FI 5 

300. 

1 803 

S— 243 

FI 2 

65. 

1 796 

S— 81 

VG8 Rev. mk. 

125. 


S-250 

FI 5 

85. 


S-89 

VG8 

135. 


S— 256 

FI 2 porous 

35. 

1 798 

S-184 

G 6 cho ice 

25. 


S-260 

G4 

18. 

1 802 

S-229 

FI 5 

100. 

1 805 

S-269 

VF30 sl.obv.scr. 


S— 229 

G4 porous 

15. 



rev. choice 

200. 


S-236 

G4 

15. 

1 81 4 

S— 295 

G4 

24. 





1 81 7 

1 5 star 

VG1 0 choice 

20. 

/AIL coins 

sent postpaid. 








* 

***** 

* * * 

* * * * 



CHARLOTTE 

and DAVID GALE 2404 Berwyn Road 

Wilmington, DE 

19810 


HARD TIMES TOKENS FOR SALE: 


LOW 4 EF-45 It stain rev. 

$155. 

LOW 37 

VF— 25 ex— Roper 

$49 

LOW 15 EF-40 wk rev. 


LOW 38 

AU-50, trace red. 


center, nice color 

125. 


ex-Roper 

149 

LOW 1 6 VF-20 

95. 

LOW 49 HALF CENT TOKEN 

EF-45 95 

LOW 20 MS-60 R & B 

155. 

LOW 52 

AU-50 

175 

LOW 32 AU-55 R & B, few 


LOW 61 

VF-20 

225 

marks 

75. 

LOW 66 

VF-20 

125 

Request free catalog listing more HTT's, 

Colonials 

, other tokens. 



************* 


TOM 

REYNOLDS 

P.O. Box 24529 

Omaha, NE 68124 (402) 895-3065 

1 793 

S— 3 

R3- 

AG3 

$700. 

Chain Cent. Chocolate with choice 
surfaces. Liberty and date weak but 
readable. Chain and One Cent complete, 
Legend very weak. A very clean Chain . 

1794 

S-30 

R1 + 

VG7 

165. 

Tan with choice surfaces. Ancient 
reverse pin scratch. 

1797 

S-1 21b 

R3 

AG3/BS1 

27. 

Gripped edge. Brown and smooth. 
Just wear. 

1798 

S-1 67 

R1 

G5 

30. 

Brown with choice surfaces. 

1838 

N8 

R3 

VF20 

22. 

Very nice . 

1 839 

N13 

R3 

VF25 

50. 

Booby Head. Choice color and surfaces. 
Small mark between stars 2-3. 

SEND 

NAME 

AND ADDRESS 

TO RECEIVE FREE PRICE LIST. 
- 62 - 


ROD BURRESS 


9743 Le acre st 


Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 


FOR SALE: - Cotton-lined envelopes. $12.50 per hundred, postpaid. 

Fit inside 2x2 standard coin envelopes 
Send SASE for sample. 

************* 

CRAIG A. WHITFORD 634 West Madison Lansing, Michigan 48906 

(517) 482-8327 

WANTED FOR PERSONAL COLLECTION: 

Signed letters and Autographs of: Dr. William Sheldon, Howard R. 

Newcomb, George Clapp, Frank D. Andrews, S. H. Chapman, Henry 
Chapman, Thomas Elder, B. Max Mehl, George P. French, Floyd T . 
Starr, Charles Ruby, Dorothy Paschal, Virgil Brand, Homer K. 

Downing, Henry C . Hines, Lyman H. Low, The Garrett's and other 
Famous Numismatic Names. 

************* 


ANOTHER PENNY-WISE TURNS UP 

As a final item for this issue, LEO SHANE forwarded the Editor another 
business card bearing the name of Penny-Wise to be added to his growing 
collection. This one is for PENNY-WISE PETS, an outlet store for toys, 
pet food and supplies, and pets, located in Hatboro, PA. 

Leo describes the store as a *Ma and Pa type' located on the main street 
of Hatboro, a suburb of Philadelphia with about a 10,000 population. Hatboro 
has been swallowed up by urban sprawl, but it still retains many small town 
features. The town has tree-lined streets, an ice cream parlor, a music 
store, and it presents the area's biggest Christmas parade. 

Thanks for the card, Leo, and for calling it to our attention! 

************* 
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